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This report summarizes the results and the apparatus and techniques 
used in the course of studies conducted under Research Grant Noo AF-AFOSR-
62-306 from the Air Force Office of Scientific Researcho The main body of 
the report covers the work performed up to May 31, 1963, and is identical 
to the text of a thesis entitled ''Mobility Measurements of Ions in Nitrogen 
and Hydrogen with Simultaneous Mass Identification of Ionic Species'' whi ch 
was submitted by William Spencer Barnes to the faculty of the Georgia 
Institute of Technology in partial fulfillment of the requirements for 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Physics. Having completed all other 
requirements, he was awarded this degree at the June 1963 commencement of 
the Georgia Institute of Technology. Dr. Barnes is now at the Lawrence 
Radiation Laboratory at Livermore, Californiao 
As is explained below, certain of the experimental results presented 
in this thesis have been largely superceded by more recent worko However, 
the thesis describes in detail a great deal of the information on apparatus 
and techniques that must be omitted in most formal publications under the 
space restrictions of modern journals. This information could be quite useful 
to other~ particularly in view of the rather unusual nature of the special ap-
paratus involved. In particular, the mathematical analysis in Chapter III 
and the Appendices, representing one of the major contributions of this thesis~ 
has not been published in detail and could be quite generally usefulo There-
fore we have decided to reproduce the thesis in its entirety in this report. 
Since the completion of Dr. Barnes' thesis research, a greatly improved 
ion source incorporating many of the features suggested in Chapter VI of 
iii 
the thesis, has been constructed by Mr~ George Keller. With this new source} 
the experimental geometry much more nearly realizes the idealizations of the 
mathematical model of Chapter III o Recent experimental data on the ions in 
nitrogen obtained with this source conform much more closely to the expecta-
tions of the theoretical analysis than do much of the data presented in the 
thesis; many of the defects of the experiment elaborated there (page 69 et 
seq.) appear to have been largely overcome. Both the space-time resolution 
and the self consiste~cy of the data have improved greatly, and the result-
ii.lg values fo~ the mobilities of the several ions in nitrogen show much less 
scatter than is evident in Figs. 17 and 18 of the thesiso A paper contain-
ing these newer results was presented at the Sixth International Conference 
on Ionization Phenomena in Gases in Paris, July 8-13, 1963, and will be pub-
lished in the Conference Proceedings later this year. Since the new results 
largely supercede many of the results described in the thesis, the text of 
the Paris paper is included in this report as a Supplement. 
Earlier presentations of some of this work have included a paper at 
the Fifteenth Annual Gaseous Electronics Conference in Boulder, Colorado in 
October 1962, Bull. Amer. Phys. Soc. 2, 634(1962), and a discussion of the 
apparatus in the .Review of Scientific Instruments, Rev. Sci. Inst. JJ., 2(1962). 
Dr. Earl W. McDaniel is included as an author although he is not now 
formally associated with the work conducted under this grant. He was pro-
ject director of the initial studies and has contributed greatly through 
informal consulting since his termination as project director. 
Valuable assistance was received on the mathematical and statistical 
portions of the investigation from Drs. E. I. Perlin and lo Moder of the 
Georgia Tech Faculty. 
A pa~:--t o f the gathering and red'' Ction of data was caT--' i ed cut with the 
assistance of George Keller, Ralph Milford, Larry Franks, and Larry Puckett. 
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Since the first measurement of the average velocity of drift of 
ions in gases under the influence of ~n electric field, investigators 
have been troubled by uncertainties as to the exact identity of the ions 
whose drift velocity was being measured. These uncertainties were caused 
by ion-mol ecule rea ctions between the ions and molecules of both the par-
ent gas and impurities. These reactions produced changes in the iden-
tity of the i on during the course of the experiments. 
Langevin, Chapman, Enskog, and others have developed theories of 
mobility based on the kinetic theory of gases. These theories were ap-
plicable to a range of E/p low enough that the energy acquired by the 
ions fromthe electric field E between collisions was small compared to 
the random thermal ener gy of the i ons. Here p is the pressure. Accord-
ing to these theor i es t he drift velocity varies directly as E/p and, 
when comparing the mobilities of different ions, varies as Jl+M/m, where 
M is the mass of the gas molecule and m is the mass of the ion. Wannier 
extended the theory of mobility into a higher range of E/p where the 
' energy acquired by the ions from the electric field is not negligible 
compared to the random thermal energies. At these higher values of E/p 
it was shown that the drift velocity should vary as JE/p. 
Tyndall and Powell verified the dependence of the mobility on 
Jl+M/m for high y polarizable gases in a series of measurements of the 
mobilities . of alkali ions in noble gases. In these experiments great 
ix 
care was taken to eliminate impurities. Mitchell and Ridler made a simi-
lar series of measurements for various ions in nitrogen. The mobilities 
of all ions examined agreed with the proportionality very well except for 
the ions of nitrogen itself, for which a much lower mobility was obtained. 
This lower mobility was tentatively explained as the result of resonance 
charge exchange. In recent years Varney and others have found that the 
drift velocity of nitrogen ions in nitrogen varied as JE/p above a value 
of E/p of about 100-volts/cm-torr. Below this value they found that the 
drit t vel oc i ty curve fcrmed a minimum, then a maximum, and then started 
ba ck down along a curve that would suggest an ion with a mobility larger 
than that suggested by the upper portion of the curve. Varney proposed 
that in the high E/p regiori the observed ion was N; and in the low E/p 
+ region it was N
4
. In the middle region he proposed that there was a 
mixture of N; and N: in equilibrium with one another. Appearance poten-
tial measurements of the various ions in nitrogen have tended to support 
Varney's point of view. 
Almost all of the ionic species observed in early mobility meas-
urements of the ions in hydrogen were actually species formed in ion-
molecule reactions between the original hydrogen ions and traces of im-
p~rities. Once this problem was overcome, uncertainty still remained as 
to the identity of the ion whose mobility was being measured. Hirschfelder 
and others showed theoretically that the triatomic molecular ion H~ was 
f 0 f + stable and could be armed by an exothermic react1on TOm H
2
. Mason and 
Vanderslice computed the theoretical values of the mobility of H+, H;, 
+ 
and H~. From comparison of their theoretical values they concluded that 
H; was the posit · ve ion whose mobility was being measured in hydrogen 
X 
mobility experiments. In 1960 Varney published his opinion that the ion 
+ 
whose mobility was being measured was H
3
. As evidence he pointed to the 




as given y 
Stevenson and Schissler. He also pointed out that Mason and Vanderslice 
had not considered the possibility of proton exchange in making their cal-
culation of the mobility of H;. 
The Present Experiment 
In the present experiment a method has been developed in which the 
drift velocity of ions can be measured with the simultaneous positive 
identification of the ions as to mass. This method has been used to meas-
ure the drift velocity and, hence, the mobility of the several ionic spe-
cies in nitrogen and hydrogen. 
The apparatus used in this experiment consists essentially of a 
drift tube containing several ion scurces, two differential pumping cham-
bers, a maps spectrometer and various electronic components to count or 
otherwise analyze the ion current. The ion sources generate ions inside 
the drift tube. These ions drift under the influence of an electric 
field through whatever gas is in the drift tube until they arrive at one 
end of the tube. Here they stream out through a pin-hole into a series 
of two differential pumping chambers and finally into a mass spectrometer 
where ions of a selected mass may be counted. The electronic components 
amplify, count, and analyze the pulses taken from the mass spectrometer 
detector in several different ways depending upon the mode of operation. 
Two modes of operation are used. In one mode of operation the 
sources are operated continuously and the variation of the different ion 
currents with pressure is measured. This mode of operation was used to 
xi 
attempt to dete~mine the chemical relationship between the various ionic 
spe cies in the drift tube. The density of primary ions in the neighbor-
hood of the pin-hole is given to a first approximation by the expression 
n ( z) = 
Here Dis the di ffusion coefficient, A is the probability per unit time 
that a given primary ion will react, and s2 is determined by cylindrical 
boundary conditions. 
In the other mode of operation the ~ources are operated in such a 
way that they produce bursts of ions. If the generation of these bursts 
of i on s were of relatively short duration compared to the time of drift 
and if these bursts were of small spatial extent compared to the distance 
of dri f t, then the time spectrum of these ion bursts, as detected by the 
mass spe ctrometer and the twenty channel time analyzer, could be described 
by the relation : 








In this expression z is the distance from the source to the pin-hole and 
t is the time of travel. Despite the fact that the given conditions are 
not ideally realized in thi s experiment, it was still possible to use 
this relationship to obtain a first approximation to K, even though the 
values obtained f or D would be too large. The exact configuration of the 
initial ion burst was not known, with the simple type of ion source used, 
but any initially bounded ion distribution would lead to a time spectrum 
xii 
which would approach that described by the above relation asymptotically 
if the time of drift were increased. The configuration of the ion dis-
trib0tion in space at a given time was determined as follows for (1) an 
initial Dirac-delta function distribution, (2) an initial bell-shaped 
distribution, and (3) an initial square-shaped distribution: 
(1) n(r,z,t) N L [ 2 (z-KEt) 2 J - ---0--- C.J (s . r) exp -(A+s. D)t - - -
J 4nDt . 1 1 o 1 1 4Dt 
l 
N 
(2) n(r,z,t) = 0 \c . J (s . r) exp 
J L~ 1 o 1 4n(Dt+d2/2) i 




In these equations N is t he number of ions in the original burst, r and z 
0 
are cylindrical coordi nates with respect to the ion source and the z axis 
coincides with the axis of the drift tube, 2a is the spatial width of the 
square ion burst, and n = N
0
/2a; 
For a point ion source generating ion bursts which remainuneffec±ed 
by the cyli ndrical boundary conditi on the configuration of the ion dis-




31 exp (4nDt) 2 
2 2 2 
_ At _ x +y +(z-KEt) 
4Dt 
Here x and y are rectangular cartesian coordinates perpendicular to z. 
xiii 
Results 
+ a. The data obtained on the mobility of N
2 
joined smoothly onto 
that portion of the existing data of Varney for the ions in nitrogen at 
values of E/p greater than about 90 volt/em-torr, and extended it into 
the range of lower E/p. The behavior of the mobility is in general agree-
ment with that expected from the mobility theory of Wannier for a single 
ionic species not appreciably perturbed by reactions. From this fact it 
is concluded that Varyney 1 s assertion that the ion observed in thehigher 
+ E/p portion of his data could be presumed to be N
2 
is correct. 
b. It is further concluded that the system of reactions hypothe-
sized by Varney which convert N~ and N: into each other at higher pres-
sures does not significantly affect the mobility of N~ ions in nitrogen 
for pressures of 0.7 torr and for values of E/p of more than 4 volts/em-
torr. 
c. The range of E/p in which the drift velocity of N~ ions in 
nitrogen is linear is E/p begins just below 100 volts/em-torr, and the 
reduced mobility in this range is 1.4 ± 0.1 cm2/volt-sec. 
d. The range of E/p in which the drift velocity of N+ ions in 
nitrogen is linear in E/p lies in a range somewhat below 100 cm2/cm-torr. 
The reduced mobility of N+ for this range is 2.4 ± 0.1 cm2/volt-sec. 
e. The time spectrum obtained for N; is not inconsistent with the 
mobility expected for these ions from a semi-empirical relationship de-
termined by Mitchell and Ridler from their data. 
f. The time spectrum obtained for N: is not inconsistent with the 
hypothesis that it is in equilibrium with N~. 
g. The predominating ion-molecule reactions of the N~ ions in ni-
trogen at pressures below 0.7 torr are, with a minute trace of water 
xiv 
present, as follows: 
N+ + H 0 ~ N H+ + OH 
2 2 2 
+ + 
N H + H 0 ~ H o· + N 
2 2 3 2 
h. The single ion observed in pure · ydrogen under the car ditions 




i. The measurement of the mobility of HJ ions attempted in this 
experiment was inexact due to source effects, but the resu ts were of 
the same order of magnitude as previous mea s r ement s of the mobi l ity 
of hydrogen ions in hydrogen. 
j. The predominating ion-molec0 le reaction s taking pla ce in hy-




Since the first measurements of the average velocity of drift of 
ions in gases under the influence of an electric field, investigators 
have been troubled by uncertainties as to the exact identity of the ions 
whose drift velocity was being measured. These uncertainties were caused 
by ion-molecule reactions between the ions and molecules of both the par-
ent gas and impurities which produced changes in the identity of the ions 
during the course of the experiments. 
In the present experiment a method has been developed in which the 
drift velocity of ions can be measured with the simultaneous positive 
identification of the ions as to mass. This method has been used to meas-
ure the drift velocity of N~ ions in nitrogen. A straight line fitted t.o 
these measurements by the method of least squares joins onto and extends 
measurements at higher E/p made by previous investigators of the drift 
+ velocities of ions which they supposed were N
2
• A similar series of 
measurements of the drift velocity of N+ was made and the reduced mo-
bilities of both N+ and N~ were estimated. The experimental apparatus 
in its present form proved unsuitable for making accurate measurements 
of the drift velocity of the ions in hydrogen. Nevertheless it was defi-
nitely established that the ions whose drift velocity was measured in most 






For many years investigators have been aware that gases may act as 
electric conductors under various circumstances. In 1785 Coulomb showed 
conclusively that at least part of the charge lost by an insulated, charged 
body over a long period of time was attributable to conduction through the 
air. Two general types of conduction have been recognized: 
(l) Discharges. In this type of conduction the gas is subject to 
strong electric fields. Ions are generated throughout certain parts of 
the region of conduction by the impact of electrons on neutral molecul~s. 
The resultant flow of electrons and ions through the gas constitutes a 
current. 
(2) Conduction caused by the migration of existing electrons and 
ions under the influence of electric fields. In this type of conduction 
the electric field is too weak to produce ions in the manner described 
in (l) and therefore some agent must introduce ions continuously into the 
region of conduction for conduction to continue. In the case of Coulomb's 
experiment the agent was probably cosmic rays. This investigation was 
restricted to the second type of conduction. 
After the discovery of X-rays, J. J. Thomson and Ernest Rutherford 
developed crude methods for measuring the average velocity of migration 
of ions and electrons through gases under the influence of an electric 
field, the so-called drift velocity. These and other investigators soon 
developed a wide variety of methods for measuring this drift velocity. 
In general, however, these methods fell into three general categories: 
(l) Drift field reversal methods. The electric field is first 
established in such a direction that it draws ions across a fixed distance 
through the gas for a definite interval of time; then it is reversed to 
oppose the ion flow. As this sequence occurs repeatedly the time inter-
val during which the ions are drawn across the fixed distance is dimin-
ished while the magnitude of the ion current is monitored with some sen-
sitive instrument. The minimum interval of tim~ for which substantial 
ion flow can occur divided into the drift distance gives the drift ve-
locity. 
(2) Air blast methods. The electric drift field is established 
in a direction perpendicular to the flow of gas through a tube. Ions 
being generated at a point near one wall of the tube are carried to a 
point on the opposite wall determined by the ratio of the ion drift ve-
locity to the velocity of the gas flow. This ratio is equal to the 
ratio of the perpendicular distance across the tube to the distance the 
ions are carried "downstream". 
(3) Pulse methods. Bursts of ions are generated or released and 
allowed to drift across a fixed distance through a gas under the influ-
ence of a fixed drift field. The time of transit of an ion burst is 
measured by any one of several methods to determine the drift velocity. 
A more complete description of the various methods of measuring drift 
l 2 velocities may be found elsewhere. ' 
It was soon established that over a wide range of pressures and 
fields the drift velocity vD might be given by 
3 
= KE ( l) 
where E is the electric field and K is a constant, independent of E, called 
the mobility. The mobility K was found to be characteristic of the 
migrating ion and the gas through which it was migrating. It was also 
found to vary inversely with pressure. 
Diffusion Coefficient 
4 
For many years prior to the investigation of the motions of ions 
through gases, the concept of diffusion had been useful in the explana-
tion of the mixing of gases. Consider a situation in which molecules of 
one kind of a gas are initially concentrated within a bounded but not 
physically enclosed region in contact with an atmosphere of gas molecules 
of a different kind. Even though there might be no variation in pressure 
anywhere in this region, molecules of the first kind will flow out of 
this bounded region and will tend to distribute themselves uniformly 
throughout the surrounding atmosphere. Kinetic theory explains this 
effect as the result of the random thermal motion of the molecules of the 
gases. This randomness of motion causes the most probable direction of 
motion of a molecule of a given gas at the edge of a region of greater 
concentration of that gas to be away from the region of greater concen-
tration. The molecules of gas of the first kind, therefore, spread them-
selves throughout a larger region as time passes until finally they are 
uniformly distributed throughout the atmosphere of the gas of the second 
kind. 
From a macroscopic point of view diffusion may be described to a 
first degree of approximation by Fick's law 
J_ = - DV'n (2) 
where J_ is the rate of outward flow of molecules in number per unit area 
per unit time, n is the local density of molecules in number per unit 
5 
volume, and D is called the diffusion coefficient. Like the mobility, D 
has been found to vary inversely with pressure. Although the interaction 
between an ion and a molecule during a collision is somewhat different 
than the interaction between two molecules the mechanism of diffusion for 
ions in gases is basically the same as that for a molecular species in 
the absence of strong fields. 
The diffusion coeffients of ionic species have been measured by 
techniques similar to the air blast method for measuring the drift veloc-
ity. The ratio of K to D of ionic species has also been measured by meas-
uring the lateral spread of a stream of ions moving through a gas under 
the influence of an electric field. 
Ratio of Mobility to Diffusion Coefficient 
A relationship between K and D may be derived from macroscopic con-
siderations. Consider a situation in which an ionic density gradient is 
maintained with no net ionic flow across a volume by means of a uniform 
electric field. Take the direction of the electric field as the z-direc-
tion in a rectangular, cartesian coordinate system. Since there is no 
net ionic flow, the current density, which is formed by the combined effect 
of diffusion and mobility, will be zero. Thus we will have 
J = D an + KEn = 0 az (3) 
The partial pressure p exerted by the ions is proportional to their number 




Ep az (4) 
6 
Now consider a right circular cylinder with unit cross section area and 
length dz parallel to the z-axis. If the ionic partial pressure at the 
lower end of this cylinder is p then the pressure at the upper end is 
p + dp. Thus the total "effective" force on the ions in this cylinder 
produced by the effects of diffusion is dp. For the gradient to be main-
tained with no net ionic flow this "effective" force must be balanced by 
the real force of the electric field which is neEdz. Thus 
dp = neEdz ( 5) 
Use of the gas law, 
p = nkT ( 6) 
where k is Boltzmann 1 s constant and T is the absolute temperature, with 





This relation is not exact. It depends directly upon the assumed propor-
tionality between v0 and E which in general does not hold exactly. It 
also depends upon the validity of the ideal gas law for ions, a relation-
ship which does not hold exactly for any molecular species. However, in 
the range of electric fields and pressures for which the mobility concept 
is acceptable it will give values for this ratio within 5 per cent of the 
exact value. 
The expression (7) has proved so accurate compared with the results 
of experiments in this ifeld that diffusion coefficients have not been 
measured for many ions but have simply been calculated from their mobilities. 
7 
Summary of Mobility Theories 
This section shall consist of a summary of the results of some of 
the more successful theories of ionic mobility. 
In 1903 Langevin published a theory of ionic mobility3 based on the 
kinetic theory of gases in which he considered the interaction between 
ions and molecules as essentially that of hard elastic spheres. The ex-
pression for the mobility produced by this theory was 
K = 0.815 ~ /1 + M MC ~vl m (8) 
where e is the electronic charge, M is the mass of the molecule, m is the 
mass of the ion, C is the root mean square (rms) thermal velocity of the 
molecules, and ~ is the mean free path. 
In 1905 Langevin published an improved theory of ionic mobility4 
in which account was taken of the attractive force between ions and both 
polar and non-polar molecules. A non-polar molecule becomes polarized by 
the electric field of a nearby ion. The force of attraction f between the 
ion and the dipole induced in the molecule in such a case is 
f = (9) 
where e is the electronic charge, E is the dielectric constant of the gas, 
N is the Loschmidt number, and r is the distance between the centers of 
the ion and the molecule. Such an interaction between the ions and the 
molecules leads to the following expression for the mobility 
8 
K = _A_ /1 + M (10) 
p Je - l J m 
where p is the gas density. Here A is a function of the parameter v whose 
value may be computed by 
v = 
2 
(E - l)e 
8n ps4 
(ll) 
In this expression S is the sum of the ionic and molecular radii and p is 
the pressure. A table of values of A as determined by Hasse correspond-
ing to values of v is given as Appendix A. As the polarization force be-
tween ions and molecules decreases the dielectric coefficient approaches 
one and v approaches zero. This corresponds to the limit of hard elastic 
spheres interaction . In this case the mobility is given by 
K = (12) 
As the polarization force between ions and molecules becomes dominant the 
expression for the mobility becomes 
K 
.5105 /1 + M 
Jp(t:- l),j m 
(13) 
According to Langevin's theory, the drift velocity of an ion in a gas 
should vary directly as E/p, the ratio of the electric field to the pres-
sure. Langevin's papers on ionic mobility lay unnoticed for twenty years 
until their applicability was pointed out by Hasse. 
5 6 Following Langevin's work Chapman and Enskog developed a rigorous 
kinetic theory to calculate diffusion coefficients for molecules of one 
9 
gas diffusing through a different gas. Their theory was more general than 
Langevin~s in that it applied to any gas in which the force between mole-
cules was spherically symmetric. It could validly be applied to situations 
in which ions are diffusing through gases and the mobility of such ions 
could be calculated from their diffusion coefficient by means of the rela-
tion (7). 
According to the Chapman-Enskog theory, the ion-molecule mutual 
diffusion coefficient is given to a second order by the expression 
D 
where the quantity P is given by 
p 
CXJ 5 
= J v q(v ) exp 
0 0 0 ( 2) 
-M v 
2~To dvo 
and q(v ), the diffusion cross section, is given by 
0 
CXJ 











are the ion and molecule number densities, respectively, 
and s is a second order correction which is usually less than experi-
o 
mental errors. The parameter P is the diffusion cross section averaged 
over all molecular velocities v where these velocities have a Maxwellian 
0 
distribution. The diffusion cross section depends on the detailed nature 
of the ion-molecule interaction through the impact parameter b and the 
angle 8 which is the scattering angle in center of mass coordinates for 
an ion-molecule collision. The evaluation of this expression is dealt 
with in several existing texts7 '
8 
on gaseous physics. 
10 
9 10 Kihara , Mason and Schamp have extended the Chapman-Enskog theory 
to obtain second and third order approximations. 
In 1931 Hasse and Cook
11 
published a theory of ionic mobility uti-
lizing an inverse ninth power repulsive force in addition to Langevin's 
polarization attraction.. Their formula, however, gave values of the mo-
bility that are in no better agreement with experiment than those given by 
Langevin's expression. 
In recent years mobilities have been calculated from quantum mechan-
ical considerations. In most cases the results of these calculations are 
in no better agreement with experiment than those of Langevin. In several 
cases, however, these calculations lead to drastically different results, 
for instance, in the case where resonance proton or electron exchange is 
possible. The most important of these cases is the one of an ionized gas 
molecule or noble gas atom in its parent gas. Dalgarno, McDowell, and 
Williams 12 have worked out a theory for the mobility of ions in an unlike 
gas. 13 Dalgarno has presented a theory for ions in their parent gas. 
In these theories q(v ) is computed from quantum mechanical rather 
0 
than from classical considerations. The quantum mechanical expression 
for this quantity is substantially the same as the classical expression 
if energies are high enough so that the sum over states may be replaced 
by the integral over b and if no particle exchange is involved. 
The assumption is implicit in Langevin's mobility theory and in 
several others mentioned so far that the energy which the ion acquires 
ll 
from the electric field between collisions is negligible compared to its 
thermai energy. The results of this theory are valid only for low values 
of E/p where this is true. In 1951 Wannier14 extended the theory of mobil-
ity into the range of higher E/p where this is not so. According to his 
theory the drift velocity should be proportional to E/p at low E/p and pro-
portional to JE7P at high E/p. The value of E/p at which the transition 
between these two regions occurs depends on the properties of the ions in-
volved. 
£revious Mobility Measurements 
Many inconsistancies appeared in early mobility measurements. Some 
ions appeared to have mobilities in very good agreement with those pre-
dicted by theory, while others did not. Mobilities of some ions measured 
by several different methods seemed to have different values. Gradually 
as evidence accumulated, a tendency for ions to "age" was recognized. By 
"aging" it is meant that these ions would have one mobility immediately 
after formation but a different mobility after having been exposed for a 
few hundreths of a second to the gas through which they were to drift. 
Tyndall and Powe11 15 made a series of mobility measurements in which the 
presence of several different kinds of ions was strongly suggested by the 
results. Their conclusion was that the so-called 11 agingn process was 
actually the result of ion-molecule reactions, including charge transfer, 
between the ions of interest and traces of various impurities in the gas. 
These reactions changed the identity of the ions being studied fiom those 
supposed to be in the apparatus to some other kind having an inherently 
different mobility. 
12 
This effect was especially pronounced in helium whose ions appar-
ently participate i n an irreversible charge transfer with almost any 
other kind of molecule they encounter. In the present experiment several 
exploratory studies of helium were mad~ and it was concluded that not 
enough helium ions could be gotten through the apparatus to justify fur-
ther effort. These results did suggest, however, the possible usefulness 
of helium as a neutral gaseous diluent to be used to study ion-molecule 
reactions having extremely large rate constants such as the formation of 
H; from H~. The function of the helium in such an experiment would be 
to slow up the reaction by allowing the investigator to cut down the con-
centration of hydrogen molecules in the drift tube while maintaining a 
pressure at which diffusion and mobility theory may be applied to inter-
pret the results. 
T d 11 d P 11 f d 1 . t 
16 . th . yn a an owe per orme severa more exper1men s Wl 1m-
proved apparatus in which considerable effort was made to eliminate im-
purities. Some fairly unambiguous results were finally obtained for 
alkali ions ir. the rare gases. According to Langevin's theoretical form-
ula for the mobility we should have 
K /1 + M - J m (15) 
for highly polarizable gases. The above experiments showed that this pro-
portionality held very well for alkali ions in argon. Small deviations 
from it appeared for the same ions in neon and considerable deviations ap-
peared for the ions in helium. In these cases the deviations were all in 
the expected direction. 
13 
In 1934 Mitchell and Ridler17 performed a similar series of experi-
ments in which the mobilities of various ions in nitrogen were measured. 
The mobilities of all of these agreed with the proportionality (15) very 
well except for ions of nitrogen itself for which a mobility was obtained 
+ that was lower than was predicted for N
2 
at mass 28. Because the measured 
mobility corresponded roughly to that predicted for an ion of mass 40, the 
possibility was considered that the observed ion was N;. Their conclusion 
was that the ion was N~, and that the singular anomalous mobility at low 
E/p was due to resonance charge exchange. It will later be shown that 
the situation was not this simple. At higher values of E/p these investi-
gators also noticed the depaLture from proportionality with E/p of the ion 
drift velocities as predicted by Wannier 1 s theory. 
I t . l . t. t 18 ' 19 h . t . t d th n recen years severa 1nves 1ga ors ave re1nves 1ga e e 
mobility of nitrogen ions in nitrogen. The result of these investigations 
showed that the dr i ft velocity of whatever ions were in nitrogen varied 
as JE/p as expected at values of E/p above about 100-volts/cm-torr. Ac-
cording to the theory, from this value down there would be a gradual 
transition to the situation in which the drift velocity would vary directly 
~s E/p. As can be seen from Figure 1, this did not happen. As E/p de-
creased the drift velocity curve formed a minimum, then a maximum, and 
then started back down along a curve that would suggest an ion with a 
larger mobility than might be suspected by examining the shape of the por-
tion of the curve above 100-volts/cm-torr. Mitchell and Ridler's data 
when plotted on the same graph appeared to join onto and extend that por-
tion of the curve corresponding to a higher mobility. This behavior of 
the drift velocity curve suggested that the drift velocity of ions of one 



































• RESULTS OF VARNEY 
D 










20 30 40 50 60 80 100 150 200 300 400 500 600 800 1000 
E/p
0 
IN VOL TS/(cm x mm Hg) 
Figure 1. Previous Measurements of the Drift Velocity of Nitrogen 
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being measured at low E/p. It was proposed by Varney that the high E/p 
ion was N;, and the low E/p ion was N:. In the middle region he pro-
15 
posed that there was a mixture of N; and N: in equilibrium with one another. 
In these experiments no direct measurement of the mass of the ion wasmade. 





is formed by a reaction of the form 
for which the reaction rate was expected to increase with pressure due to 
an increase in the collision rate. The reverse reaction is of the form 
Varney did not make any hypotheses concerning the details of either of the 
above reactions, but he did indicate that the first of the above equations 
was not meant to be taken literally but only showed the chemical transfor-
matio~ that was taking place. 
+ It is thought that the second reaction is endothermic, and the N
4 
ion must absorb energy during a collision with a nitrogen molecule for 
this reaction to go. The reaction rate for this reaction increases with 
E/p due to the increase in collision energies. Varney predicted on the 
basis of thermodynamic considerations20 that the transistion point to the 
equilibrium condition mentioned above was both temperature and pressure 
dependent. Data given in reference 19 confirms the temperature depend-
ence. This data shows that the transition point moves toward lower E/p 
as the temperature increases. He further predicted21 that this transi-
tion point will move into the extremely low E/p range at low pressures 
16 
such as we used in this experiment. If this happened the portion of the 
drift velocity curve characteristic of N~ ions would be extended into the 
low E/p range. 
22 In apparent confirmation of Varney's point of view, Saporoshenko 




in his pressurized mass spec-
trometer source to be 15.5 ± 0.2 ev and 15.8 ± 0.3 ev, respectively, which 
would make them scarcely distinguishable experimentally as far as his ex-
periment was concerned. In contrast to this he found appearance poten-





suggesting that they have nothing either 
+ + 
to do with N2 or N4. 
Saporoshenko noted that the densities of N+ 
+ 
and N2 in his ion 
source vary linearly with pressure marking them as primary ions, whereas 
+ + 




vary quadratically with pressure indicating 
that they are secondary ions. One plausible explanation of these facts 
would be to assume that N: is the product ion produced by some reaction 
in which N+ was the primary ion which, of course, corresponds with Varney's 
2 
proposal. Notwithstanding the closeness of the appearance potentials of 
+ + . + 
N and N
3 
Saporoshenko rejects the ldea that N
3 
might be formed by the 
reaction 
Instead he postulates a reaction of the form 
+~*" Here N
2 
is a nitrogen molecular ion raised to some excited state. 
17 
The reaction forming N: in the form suggested by Varney is impossi-
ble to justify on the basis of momentum and energy conservation considera-
tions without some modification. Several other investigators have alterna-
tive theories for the formation of N:. Munson, Field, and Franklin23 be-
+ lieve that N
4 
may be formed by two different processes in their apparatus, 
which is a mass spectrometer operated at relatively high pressures for the 
purpose of studying ion molecule reactions. At low pressures they believe 
that the so-called Hornbeek-Molnar process is responsible, that is, 
* Here N
2 
is a nitrogen molecule raised to some excited state by a collision 
with an electron. At high pressures they postulate a three body inter-
action, 
At present there seems to be no certainty among investigBfors as 




. The hypothesized rela-
tionship of N~ and N: in mobility measurements of ions in nitrogen is 
therefore still open to question. 
The measurement of the mobility of ions in hydrogen has had con-
nected with it uncertainties of the same general nature as those of ni-
trogen. In 1932 Bradbury24 noticed the existence of two ions in hydrogen 
with reduced mobilities of 8.2 cm2/volt-sec and 13.1 cm2/volt-sec. Al~ 
though he claimed to have used 11 pure 11 hydrogen in making his measurement; 
18 
he was apparently not so certain in the case of nitrogen and oxygen since 
in these cases he used gases from several different sources and compared 
results. Most measurements prior to Bradbury's had given values of the 
2 reduced mobility between 4.96 and 6.70 em /volt-sec and were apparently 
entirely due to impurities. 
A number of subsequent measurements of the mobility of the posi-
tive ions in hydrogen produced only widely scattered results. Some of 
the more extreme results, including Bradbury's lower one, were later 
tentatively identified as the results of impurities. Figure (2) shows 
th l bt 0 d b 0 • t 0 t 25- 31 f d d b. l" t e va ues o a1ne y var1ous 1nves 1ga ors or re uce mo 1 1 y 
of the positive ions in hydrogen; 
The exact nature of the positive ions in hydrogen was not defi-
nitely settled by the recognition and elimination of impurities. The 




were all recognized by J. J. Thomson in positive 
ray experiments as early as 1916. Since that time the formation of these 
+ ions, and particularly H
3
, has been subject to almost continuous inves-
tigation. 
In a series of papers from 1936 through 1938 Hirschfelder32- 34 
and others made a theoretical investigation of the form and stability of 
triatomic hydrogen ions and molecules. It was their conclusion that H; 
was triangular in shape and stable and that a reaction forming it from 
+ 
H2' 
would be exothermic by 39.7 kcal/mol. In spite of this conclusion most 
investigators assumed that the ions whose mobility they were measuring 
19 
were H~. In 1959 Mason and Vanderslice35 computed theoretical values for 




. From comparison of 
several of the more dependable experimental values of the mobility with 
+ their results they cor.cluded that H
2 
was the positive ion being measured 
in hydrogen mobility experiments. However, this conclusion was not con-
vincing. In his paper30 Rose declined to identify the positive ion whose 
mobility he had measured. 
In 1960 Varney36 published his opinion that the ion whose mobili-
+ ty was being measured in hydrogen was H
3
• As evidence he quoted the 
large rate constant for the reaction forming H; from H~ as given by 
Stevenson and Schissler37 and pointed out that Mason and Vanderslice had 
not considered the possibility of proton exchange in making their cal-
culation of the mobility of H;. He also noted that Stevenson assigned a 




. Actually Stevenson and 
Schissler reported the reaction cross section for the formation of D;fromD~ 
which was given as a function of collision energy but had a value of the 
order 5 x l0-15 cm2 • If the H~ ion has this large a cross section for 
+ this reaction it is highly doubtful that any H
2 
ions would survive long 
enough to make a mobility measurement at values of pd for which this con-
cept is meaningful. d here is the distance of drift of the ions, p is 
the pressure, and the quantity pd is a measure of the total number of col-
lisions undergone by the ions in drifting through the gas. 
It · kl . r· • dJS · th t . t. t. th t th H+ was qu1c y ver1r1e 1n e presen 1nves 1ga 1on a e 
2 
ion did indeed have a reaction cross section of this magnitude. On the 
basis of the above evidence Chanin31 reported that the single ion he 
found in his mobility measurement wasH;. Saporoshenko39 verified that 
20 
the cross section for the formation of H~ from H~ was indeed of the same 
order of magnitude as the cross section for the corresponding deuterium 
reaction. 
The Problem 
Since the Hornbeek-Molnar process has been suggested as the main 
process for the formation of N: at low pressures as an alternative to 
Varney's process and since such a process would be associated with the 
ion source in an apparatus such as ours the following information would 
be of interest in establishing the correct relationship of N~ and N:: 
+ (1) Does the drift velocity curve for N
2 
extend into the low 
range of E/p for low pressures as suggested by Varney? 
+ (2) What is the "apparent" drift velocity of N
4 
in the low range 
of E/p for low pressures? 






it would also be of interest to know: 
(3) How does the mobility of N+ compare with the "apparent" mo-
f +? bility o N
3
. 
(4) What are the transport properties of the other ions associated 
with nitrogen in this range of E/p? 
In the case of hydrogen two pieces of information will be of in-
terest: 
(1) What is the ion in hydrogen under conditions similar to those 
in most previous mobility measurements? 
(2) What is the mobility of the ion directly identified as H~ in 
this experiment? 
21 
The Present Experiment 
In the present experiment mobility measurements are made of ions 
which are positively identified as to mass. In addition to this unique 
feature, the length of the drift distances is great enough to permitmobil-
ity measurements to be made at lower pressures than usual in mobility 
measurements. Because of the additional length the ions will still make 
enough collisions with molecules to achieve normal drift conditions. In 
the case of secondary ions the results of such a measurement could only be 
termed the "apparent" mobility since the identity of the ion throughout 
the drift time is not unique. The exception to this is H; which is formed 
+ so quickly from the primary ions H
2 
that it may be treated as a primary 
ion in hydrogen. 
Ions are generated at one of three sources located along the axis 
of a tube containing hydrogen or nitrogen at pressures of from 0.01 to 
2.0 torr. The ions are drawn by a weak electric field of from l to 
4-volts/cm toward one end of the tube where they are swept into a mass 
spectrometer. The work divides itself naturally into two phases chrono-
logically. In the first phase a detailed but qualitative investigation 
was made into the ion-molecule reactions occurring in the system over a 
wide range of pressures. After a preliminary survey of mass spectra at 
several pressures to determine the ionic species present the variation 
with pressure of the several ionic species was measured by monitoring 
their respective count rates with the mass spectrometer~ Some attempt 
was made to make this investigation quantitative so that rate constants 
for the various reactions could be determined, but for reasons which will 
be outlined in Chapter IV this did not prove to be possible under present 
22 
conditions. In the second phase the mobilities of the various ionic spe-
cies in nitrogen and hydrogen are measured by a time analysis method in 
which the ions are generated by the sources in bursts. The output of the 
mass spectrometer is time analyzed to determine the drift time and the 
spread of each ion burst. From the average drift time and spread of the 
ion bursts the mobilities and diffusion coefficients can theoretically be 
separately determined. An initial spread of the ion bursts caused by the 
crude nature of the present ion sources renders a realistic measurement of 
the diffusion coefficient impossible. Except for a lowering of resolution 
of this experiment the configuration of these bursts is such as to have 
little effect on the mobility measurement. 
23 
CHAPTER II 
APPARATUS AND TECHNIQUES 
The apparatus used in this experiment consists essentially of a 
drift tube containing several ion sources, two differential pumping 
chambers, a mass spectrometer, and various electronic components to count 
or otherwise analyze the ion current. The ion sources generate ions in-
side the drift tube. These ions drift under the influence of an electric 
field through whatever gas is in the drift tube until they arrive at one 
end of the tube. Here they stream out through a pin-hole into a series 
of two differential pumping chambers and finally into a mass spectrometer 
where ions of a given mass are counted. The two differential pumping 
chambers serve as successive pressure steps from the relatively high pres-
sures of the drift tube to the low pressure required in the mass spec-
trometer. The electronic components amplify, count, and analyze the 
pulses taken from the mass spectrometer detector in several different 
ways depending upon the mode of operation being used. A more complete 
description of this apparatus may be found elsewhere. 40 
One of the unique features of this apparatus is the size of the 
drift tube. Ions may be allowed to drift through a gas several different 
distances, the largest of which is 37 centimeters, before being "analyzed". 
These distances are larger than the drift distances in any mobility ex-
periments that have come to the author's attention and are an order of mag-
nitude larger than most. The advantage gained by this feature is the abil-
ity to measure mobilities at lower pressures without reducing the product 
24 
of the pressure and the drift distance (pd) below acceptable limits. A 
second advantage is that ion-molecule reactions of interest, even those 
with very small reaction rates, will have an adequate opportunity to ap-
pear. The second named advantage turns out to also be a disadvantage in 
one respect. Minute traces of impurities, whose nature and origin will 
be discussed later, react with the ions of interest and indeed dominate 
the situation in the drift tube at higher pressures. 
Apparatus 
Drift Field and Ion Sources 
An approximately uniform drift field is established in the central 
region of the drift tube by nine uniformly spaced steel rings calleddrift 




in Figure 3. Their shape can be 
seen better in Figure 4. The total voltage of the drift field is dis-





each of which is a 100-ohm ceramic, glass encapsu-
lated resistor except for R
1 
which is two such resistors in series. Elec-
trical contact to R
9 
is made through a Kovar seal in the side of the drift 
tube; R
1 
is grounded internally to the drift tube. The voltage for the 
drift field is provided by a Universal Electronics Regulated Power Supply, 




, and E6 each carry a grid con-
sisting of vertical stainless steel wires spaced l/5 inch apart to prevent 
the distortion of the drift field in the "downstream" direction caused by 
the adjacent ion source. 
The drift tube contains four ion sources labelled SA - SD in Fig-
ure 3. Each source consists of a thoriated iridium filament and an anode. 






E1 - E11 DRIFT FIELD ELECTRODES 
SA - S0 ION SOURCES 
P1 - P 6 PORTS 
R 1 - R 11 GLASS-ENCAPSULATED RESISTORS 
W1 - W3 PYREX-KOVAR WINDOWS 























Figure 4. An Ion Source in Position Between Two Drift Field Electrodes. 
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mount attached to the drift field electrode immediately behind it so that 
its mean potential is nearly equal to the local potential of the drift 
field. Each anode consists of a straight cylindrical, gold plated, brass 
rod 0.040-inches in diameter which projects horizontally inward from a 
port opposite each source position. 
Two basic experimental techniques are used in this experiment, one 
in which the source produces a relatively constant flow of ions and one in 
which the source produces ions in bursts. These techniques will be dis-
cussed in detail in the second part of this chapter. 
In the first mode of operation the source was operated with a DC 
voltage of from 70 to 130 volts maintained between the anode and the fila-
ment by means of two B batteries and a potentiometer. The filament volt-
age was provided by a Variac and was further controlled by an emission 
regulator (Figure 5) which uses current collected by the anode as the 
controlling variable. In DC operation over a wide range of pressures it 
was attempted to hold the collected current constant at 0.10 rna, the anode 
voltage constant at some appropriate value, and to let the emission regu-
lator control the filament voltage. It is believed that this technique 
held the ion production of the source relatively constant for small 
changes in pressure and made the ion production of the source go through 
the same history on successive runs over wide variations of pressure. 
In the other mode of operation a square positive voltage pulse 
generated by a Stamford Electronics Company, TS 592A/UPM-15, pulse gen-
erator was imposed per i odically in conjunction with a 20 volt DC voltage 
between the anode and the filament. The duration of the voltage pulse 
used was from 20 to 50 microseconds while its rate of repetition was 














The magnitude of the voltage pulse was adjusted to the minimum value giving 
an adequate supply of ions which usually put it somewhere between 50 to 100 
volts. In this mode of operation the filament voltage was adjusted to give 
the optimum number of ions but was otherwise unregulated. The relative 
positions of anode and filament can be see in Figure 4. 
As a practice the same anode voltage is used wherever possible for 
a complete series of runs to eliminate this as a variable. Over a period 
of several weeks of continuous running, however, the minimum anode voltage 
at which enough ions are generated gradually increases. When anodes that 
have "aged" in this way are removed from the apparatus considerable dis-
coloration is found, especially on the part nearest the filament. It is 
known that hydrocarbon vapor polymerizes when subject to electron bom-
bardment and forms semi-conducting or non-conducting layers on metallic 
surfaces.4l 
It is thought that pump oil or other heavier impurities may, over 
a period of weeks, form a thin non-conducting layer on the surface of 
the anode as a result of chemical reactions connected with source activi-
~y. This layer might also contain metallic oxide from the metal on the 
surface of the anode. Before the anodes were gold plated the brass sur-
faces of the anode were exposed and the "aging" process took place much 
more quickly. Such a non-conducting layer would accumulate a surface 
charge and would prevent conduction of the electrons to the anode thus 
causing a negative space charge to build up in the neighborhood of the 
anode weakening the anode field in this vicinity. It is thought that as 
the portion of the anode surface nearest the filament becomes contami-
nated the ionizing activity of the source must move out the anodes in 
30 
either direction towards the sides of the drift tube where losses due to 
diffusion of ions against the side will be greater. As the centers of 
ioniziug activity move away from the filament and, hence, from the electron 
cloud a larger anode voltage becomes necessary to draw the same collected 
current to the anode. It is noted that the apparent ion population at 
the pin-hole at a given pressure diminishes slowly over a period of weeks 
even though the collected current is maintained at 0.10 rna. 
Gas Control System 
Gas is admitted to the drift tube through either of two openings in 
the rear wall. Copper feed lines (3/8 inch in diameter) lead from these 
openings first to cut-off valves then to Edwards High Vacuum, Ltd., needle 
valves. The hydrogen and nitrogen used in these experiments is prepuri-
fied gas prepared by the Matheson Company, Inc., and Matheson regulator 
valves are used on both tanks. The feed line from the regulator valves 
to the needle valves is l/4-inch copper tube, and a section of each line 
is coiled into a spiral of about 8 turns l/2 inch in diameter which may 
be inserted into a bath of acetone and dry ice for the purpose of trapping 
out condensibles. 
Gas leaves the drift tube normally through either of two openings, 
a line entering the bottom of the drift tube near the rear wall and the 
pin-hole in the forward end of the drift tube leading to the differential 
pumping chambers. 
The drift tube may be quickly evacuated by means of a mechanical 
pump which is connected to the drift tube through the line entering the 
bottom of the drift tube. This line consists of a 3/4 inch copper tube 
containing a ]amesbury ball cut-off valve immediately below th~ drift 
tube followed by aU-bend which may be immersed in liquid nitrogen as a 
31 
safeguard to prevent condensible impurities from being carried from the 
mechanical pump into the drift tube by back-streaming. The mechanical 
pump used to pump the drift tube is a Duo-Seal Vacuum Pump, Model 1402-B, 
made by the W. M. Welch Manufacturing Company. The other two mechanical 
pumps used with this apparatus are of the same type. 
During operation gas from the drift tube streams through a l/32-inch 
pin-hole in the forward end of the drift tube into the first differential 
pumping chamber. The jet emerging from the pin-hole fans out and changes 
rapidly from viscous flow to essentially molecular flow as the density of 
the gas decreases. A second pin-hole of the same diameter leading into 
the second differential pumping chamber is located on the axis of the jet 
and 1.5 em from the first pin-hole. It is estimated that only 0.1 per 
cent of the ions and molecules issuing from the first pin-hole passes 
through the second. The stream of ions and molecules is further colli-
mated by passing through a slit (l/16 inch by l/2 inch) leading into the 
mass spectrometer tube. The mass spectrometer tube and the second dif-
ferential pumping chamber are each pumped by individual 2-inch Consoli-
dated Electrodynamics Corporation MCF-60 oil diffusion pumps. The first 
differential pumping chamber is pumped by a similar 4-inch pump, type 
MCF-300. These diffusion pumps are backed through a common fore line by 
a mechanical pump of the type described above and each pumps its respec-
tive chamber through a baffle and a cold trap which is normally iced with 
a mixture of dry ice and acetone. 
It is desired in this experiment that collisions between ions and 
molecules in the differential pumping chambers be at substantially the 
same energies as similar collisions in the drift tube. The purpose of 
32 
this was to keep ions, stable at collision energies in the drift tube, 
from being decomposed by more energetic collisions in the differential 
pumping chambers. To achieve this result it was deemed necessary to use 
no electrostatic or electromagnetic focusing in the differential pumping 
chambers even though this resulted in a low efficiency of transmission 
of ions from the drift tube to the mass spectrometer. At this point in 
the system stray electrostatic fields or variations in the small compo-
nent of the magnetic field of the mass spectrometer which manages to 
penetrate the differential pumping chambers can cause the ion count rate 
at the mass spectrometer detector to vary by hundreds of per cent. All 
important surfaces inside the differential pumping chambers are gold 
plated to render the chambers as free as possible from electrostatic 
fields and are carefully shielded from the magnetic field of the mass 
spectrometer by foils of high permeability alloy. 
The pressures in the drift tube line and in the common fore line 
for the three diffusion pumps are monitored by individual Veeco thermo-
couple gauges. The pressure in the mass spectrometer tube is measured by 
means of a Veeco ionization gauge, type RG-75. The two thermocouplegauges 
and the ionization gauge are read on the panel of a Veeco Vacuum Gauge, 
type RG-31A. The drift tube pressure may be monitored continuously over 
a range of from l micron to 2000 microns by means of a Consolidated Elec-
trodynamics Corporation Pirani vacuum gauge, type 2201-03, which is cali-
brated or spot checked with a Consolidated Electrodynamics McLeod Vacuum 
Gauge, type GM-lOOA. The sensing element of the Pirani gauge enters the 
drift tube through an opening in the top above source C. The McLeod gauge 
has access to the drift tube through a cold trap, a cut-off valve, and the 
port P6 . 
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The drift tube contains an internal trap in the form of a stainless 
steel bottle which projects down into the rear end of the drift tube and 
may be filled with liquid nitrogen. The purpose of this trap is to reduce 
the level of condensible impurities in the drift tube to a very low level. 
A brass cup and sleeve baffle covering the opening leading to the drift 
tube pump is mounted on the bottom of the bottle to assure efficient trap-
ping of impurities backstreaming from the mechanical pump. 
The McLeod gauge was used to investigate the amount and kind of 
impurities present in the drift tube. Since condensible impurities might 
have an effect on the accuracy of the McLeod gauge great care was exercised 
in its use at all times to prevent such condensible impurities from getting 
into its central column. From time to time it became necessary to remove 
the McLeod gauge from the apparatus. At these times when the McLeod gauge 
was open to the atmosphere it was most convenient to have all the mercury 
down in the flask at the bottom of the gauge thus exposing the interior of 
the central column to the atmosphere. Upon reinstallation and after evac-
uation, the McLeod gauge cold trap was iced with liquid nitrogen while it 
was attempted to drive condensibles out of the central column by heating 
it several times gently with an acetelyne torch. Upon completion of this 
operation the mercury was allowed to rise sealing off the central column 
and was never lowered unless the trap was iced. 
During the investigation involving hydrogen, nitrogen played an 
important role as an impurity. Although nitrogen had been used in the 
drift tube from time to time it is believed that this nitrogen came mostly 
through leaks to the atmosphere and not primarily from outgassing of the 
metal parts on the inside of the drift tube. The drift tube was pumped 
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continuously for several days and heated to moderate temperatures several 
times between the times it contained nitrogen and the times that any seri-
ous investigation of hydrogen was attempted. Pressure measurements were 
taken with the McLeod gauge at regular intervals over 8 and 9 hour periods 
while the system was being pumped continuously through the l/32-inch pin-
hole leading into the differential pumping chambers. Under such condi-
tions the McLeod gauge gave pressure readings of less than 10-4 torr. If 
the atmosphere in the drift tube was mostly condensible vapors, putting 
liquid nitrogen in the internal drift tube trap would cause an abrupt drop 
in pressure by freezing out most of the condensible vapor. When a test 
was tried, a drop in pressure of less than 20 per cent resulted. This 
drop could be accounted for by the mere chilling of the gas residue in 
the drift tube even if no condensible vapors were present. This residual 
pressure increased about 40 per cent when the anodes were removed for 
cleaning and then put back in the drift tube indicating that the seating 
of the teflon gaskets in one or more of the anode ports was not quite as 
good as before the removal. For all of the above reasons it was concluded 
that the residual gas in the drift tube was mostly air. 
When one of the source filaments was turned on, the pressure in 
the drift tube jumped in about an hour to over a micron. When liquid 
nitrogen was placed in the internal drift tube trap under these condi-
tions the pressure went down below 0.2 microns within a half an hour. In 
this case it is believed that condensible impurities were evaporated off 
of the metal surfaces inside the drift tube by the thermal radiation of 
the filaments. Examination of the mass spectrum before and after placing 
liquid nitrogen in the drift tube trap during ordinary operation suggests 
that these condensible impurities are mostly pump oil vapor. A mass 
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spectrum with any gas in the drift tube and with the internal drift tube 
trap not filled will display mass peaks at almost all mass numbers from 12 
to 60 excluding only a few. This spectrum would be the cracking pattern 
of pump oil superimposed on the mass spectrum of water and whatever gas 
was in the drift tube. When liquid nitrogen is placed in the internal 
drift tube trap most of these peaks disappear leaving only the mass spec-
trum of water and whatever gas (including impurities) is in the drift 
tube. 
Mass Spectrometer and Counting Apparatus 
The mass spectrometer is basically of the Nier 1947 type42 employ-
ing a 60° wedge-shaped field and has a resolution of about l per cent. 
The accelerating voltage is supplied to the ion gun by a Beva Laboratory 
Model 301 l-5.1-kv power supply modified to permit linear voltage scan-
ning at any of nine predetermined speeds corresponding to periods rang-
ing from 20-sec to 85-min. The resistor network, shown on Figure 6, 
associated with the ion multiplier power supply, is designed to maintain 
proper focusing and to supply post acceleration so that all ions enter 
the ion multiplier tube with roughly the same energy. A Sensitive Re-
search 0-3000-volt electrostatic volt-meter is used to measure the ac-
celerating potential. The magnetic field is variable from 0 to 6000-
gauss. 
A Dumont 12-stage ion multiplier with silver-magnesium dynodes 
serves as the detector at the end of the spectrometer tube. An unmodi-
fied Beva power supply of the type used for the ion gun supplies power to 
the network (Figure 6) associated with the ion multiplier. 
The exit aperture from the mass spectrometer tube is neither wider 
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width of the beam so that the peaks obtained on a typical voltage sweep 
are neither flat topped nor do they represent the relative ion intensities 
in different parts of the cross-section of the beam. Thus the peakheights, 
i.e., the total ion fluxes falling on the exit aperture with each of sev-
eral ion beams centered in turn on the exit aperture, do not provide a true 
measure of the relative ion populations in the neighborhood of the drift 
tube pin-hole without extensive corrections for variable resolution. How-
ever, in view of the sensitiveness of the count rate to small electric and 
magnetic field variations around the slit system it was concluded that 
true relative ion populations could not really be obtained in any case. 
Therefore, the relative peak heights of the several ion species in the spec-
trum have been taken as rough indicators of the relative populations with-
out making any corrections. Attention is centered not so much on the ab-
solute magnitude of the peak heights as on the shifts in the relative peak 
heights which result from changes in the experimental parameters. 
The magnetic field of the mass spectrometer was initially measured 
with a Harvey-Wells nuclear magnetic resonance gauss meter. As work pro-
gressed the magnetic field was calculated from the voltages at which vari-
ous peaks in the several familiar mass spectra appeared. 
Pulses taken from the anode of the multiplier tube are sent through 
a preamplifier into a linear amplifier, Baird Atomic Models 219A and 218, 
respectively. 
In the steady state mode of operation the output of a pulse height 
discriminator at the output of the linear amplifier goes to a binary scal-
ing unit, Nuclear Chicago Model l61A, and a tap from the scaling factor 
selector leads to a count rate meter, Nuclear Chicago Model 1620, and 
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thence to a Wheelco Model 8000-500 pen recorder, where the spectra or 
count rate variations are continuously mapped. The count rate that this 
system can handle has an absolute upper bound of about 136,000-counts/sec., 
being limited by the response time of the first binary scaling stage of 
the scaling unit. 
In the pulse mode of operation the output of the linear amplifier 
goes to an Eldorado Electronics, System 1500, twenty channel time analyzer 
whose timing is triggered by the same pulses that operate the ion source. 
The chief sources of noise in this system are electronic noise in 
the preamplifier unit and static introduced through the wall circuits into 
the Beva power supplies a~d the preamplifier unit. The electronic noise 
from the preamplifier unit is adequately eliminated by the setting of the 
discriminator cf the linear amplifier; the setting used throughout this 
research reduced the count rate from this scurce below 500 counts/day. 
Line static is spasmodic, coming in bursts of from several counts/sec to 
several hundred counts/sec at unpredictable times throughout the day. 
Bursts of static are more common during normal working hours than at other 
times, and integrated counts over periods of 24 hours have ranged from 
about 1000 to about 5000-counts. Such static bursts are easily distin-
guishable from peaks obtained while running a DC spectrum because of 
their narrow shape. All of the electronic units previously mentioned 
which effect the conditions inside the drift tube, the functioning of the 
mass spectrometer, or the count rate are supplied with line voltage by a 
Sorensen Model 2000S AC voltage regulator. This regulator stabilizes the 
voltage imput of these units against long, slow variations of the line at 
about 115-volts but is of no use whatever in filtering out abrupt changes 
or bursts of static. 
Experimental Techniques 
Steady State Mode of Operation 
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The steady state mode of operation was used in the first phase of 
the investigation to determine qualitatively the ion-molecule reactions 
taking place in the drift tube by mapping the change in the relative den-
sities of the various observed ions with pressure. The steady state mode 
of operation used in these experiments is basically as follows: The mass 
spectrometer is set to monitor one of the peaks of interest in the mass 
spectrum. Gas is admitted to the drift tube until the pressure reaches 
such a value that no significant number of ions are reaching the ion 
multiplier from the so rce being used. No more gas is admitted during 
the run, and the drift tube is allowed to pump through the pin-hole from 
this high initial pressure down to a very low pressure, the ball valve 
in the rear fore line being kept closed during this operation. Graphs of 
pressure vs time averaged from several runs indicate the pumping speeds 
at various pressures for nitrogen (Figure 7). The data taken during 
this pump-down consists of: 
a. A continuous relative measurement of the ion density in the 
neighborhood of the pin-hole in the form of a graph produced by the pen 
recorder. 
b. A set of Pirani readings marked opposite the points of occur-
rence on the pen r ec order graph. 
c. A set of McLeod readings corresponding to some of the Pirani 
readings (1 in 2 or 1 in 3). The variations of the several ion density 
measurements or combinations of these measurements are then compared to 
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Figure 7· Drift Tube Pressure Vs. Time for a Filling of Nitrogen 




The Pirani gauge used to measure the pressure in the drift tube has 
two scales, 0-50 microns and 0-2000-microns. The meter scales have marks 
on them as follows: 
0-50 1.2.3.4.5.6.7,8,9.10,15.20.25,30.35.40.45.50 
0-2000 50,75,100,125,150,175,200,250,300,400,500,700,1000,1500,2000 
The Pirani gauge is always read when the pressure reading is one of the 
above marks and a simultaneous McLeod reading is taken if possible. Both 
readings are recorded opposite the corresponding point on the pen record-
ing. A graph of Pirani vs McLeod readings is prepared each day from which 
a table of true pressures is prepared to go with the ion density measure-
ments for that day. The several McLeod readings taken on a given day for 
a given Pirani reading seldom vary more than 2 per cent from one another 
and never more than 3 per cent except for the 1000, 1500, and 2000-micron 
readings which may vary 5 per cent or even more in the case of 1500 and 
2000 microns. There are several reasons for these variations: First, 
the Pirani gauge cannot be read any closer than 1 per cent notwithstand-
ing the fact that readings are made only on scale marks. Second, the 
Pirani gauge usually exhibits a small drift in calibration over the period 
of a day and, sometimes, a considerable drift over a period of several 
days. 
Because of this drift in the calibration of the Pirani gauge over 
a period of several days in which both the slope and the shape of the cal-
ibration curve may change somewhat, corresponding ion density measurements 
taken on different days may be taken at slightly different pressures. To 
resolve these differences graphs of ion density measurements vs corrected 
pressures are made for each run on each day, and the relative ion densities 
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corresponding to a predetermined set of pressures are taken from these 
graphs. For simplicity the predetermined set of pressures used are the 
scale readings of the Pirani. Ratios and other meaningful mathematical 
combinations of corresponding relative ion densities may now be formed 
under the assumption that the pressures at which these relative ion den-
sities occurred did not differ from one another by more than about 2 per 
cent. 
The source is operated in such a way as to keep the apparent cur-
rent collected at the anode constant at 0.10-ma. Stabilization of the 
collected current at this value is accomplished by controlling the fila-
ment voltage with an emission regulator (Figure 5), and with occasional 
manual adjustment of the filament supply voltage. The resistance of the 
filaments themselves is about 0.2-ohm cold and of the order of 1-ohm 
while in operation. The anode voltage is set at a value that will give 
a collected current of 0.10-ma with a filament current within the range 
of the apparatus. Because of the approximately cylindrical symmetry of 
the anode field in the region in which most of the ions are generated it 
is impossible to distinguish between the various ions on the basis of ap-
pearance potentials. 
In this mode of operation attention is focussed on the variation 
of the relative ion currents with pressure to provide a qualitative indi-
cation of the various ion-molecule reactions taking place in the drift 
tube. 
Pulse Mode of Operation 
The pulse mode of operation was used to measure the mobility of the 
various ions in nitrogen during the second phase of the investigation. In 
this mode of operation nitrogen is admitted to the drift tube at such a 
rate that equilibrium between the rate of flow of the nitrogen into and 
out of the drift tube is achieved at some predetermined pressure. This 
pressure is selected to correspond to one of the Pirani meter readings 
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and is checked as often as possible with the McLeod gauge, the McLeod 
gauge readings being treated statistically to determine the actual pres-
sure and the accuracy with which this pressure is known. The square volt-
age pulse is applied periodically between the anode and the filament. 
The effect of this pulse is enhanced by a supplementary DC potential of 
20 volts. The ion burst generated by this pulse is drawn towards the 
pin-hole by the drift voltage. 
The mass spectrometer sorts the ions as to mass while the time ana-
lyzer sorts them according to drift time from the source to the ion mul-
tiplier tube. The distribution of ions as a function of drift times is 
analyzed to determine the mobility and other transport properties of the 
particular ions being studied. 
CHAPTER III 
MATHEMATICAL FORM AND EVALUATION 
OF THE DATA 
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The evaluation of the data falls into two steps. First, the mathe-
matical expression for the behavior of a burst of ions in a gas under the 
influence of an electric field is derived. In making this derivation it 
is assumed that the basic assumptions of diffusion theory may be applied. 
In the case of this experiment this means that the ions and molecules 
both have approximately a Maxwellian distribution of velocities and that 
the electric field and the pressure are within such ranges that the en-
ergies acquired by the ions from the electric field between collisions 
are very small compared to their thermal energies. In the ranges of 
electric field and pressure where the assumptions of diffusion theory do 
not apply, the concept of mobility has no meaning. In the second step 
in the evaluation of the data the mathematical expression derived above 
is fitted to the data by adjusting several of its parameters, one of 
which happens to be the mobility, using either one of two statistical 
methods, R. A. Fisher 1 s method of maximum likelihood and the method of 
least squares. The advantages and disadvantages of these two methods will 
be discussed in later sections of this chapter. A table of values of K 
computed by these two methods is given 1n Appendix B. 
Basic Equations of the System 
In formulating and solving the basic equations for the behavior of 
the ion bursts, the following assumptions are made implicitly or explicitly: 
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(l) The gas in the drift tube is of one kind with only minute 
traces of impuri tieso (The level of impurities is not great enough to 
affect the ionic mobility itself appreciably but reactions with the im-
purities might affect the mobility measurements by changing the time spec-
trum.) 
(2) The gas in the tube has approximately the dielectric coeffi-
cient of empty space, 
(3) The effects of diffusion may be adequately described by the use 
of a diffusion coefficient. A diffusion tensor is not necessary, 
(4) All magnetic fields are small enough to be ignored, 
(5) The geometry of the system is approximately cylindrical with 
the z-axis coinciding with the axis of the drift tube, 
(6) The ions whose mobilities are being measured are formed in the 
vicinity of the ion source, that is, they are primary ions or they are 
secondaries which have been formed in reactions having very large reaction 
rates, 
(7) Mutual repulsion plays no significant role, and 
(8) Ions of the species under consideration may be changed to ions 
of different species in ion-molecule reactions with neutral molecules of 
various kinds in the drift tube (but none are being created in ion-molecule 
reactions). 
If the electric field and pressure are within such a range that dif-
fusion theory applies then the equation of motion of the ion population is 
given by 
2 = -0 \7 n + Kin ( 16) 
where n is the ion (charge) density of one of the primary ions, J is the 
current density of that ion, D is its diffusion coefficient, and K is its 
mobility. The first term in equation (16) describes the current density 
due to diffusion (Fick 1 s law) while the second term gives the expression 
for the current density due to the migration of ions under the influence 
of an electric field at low E/p where p is the pressure. Strictly speak-
ing this and all subsequent formulas to be derived from it are valid only 
at low values of E/p. A population of primary ions is also subject to an 
equation of continuity of the form 
V · J + L ai oi n + ~~ = 0 
i 
(17) 
where\ a.o. is the combined effect of all reactions using up ions of the 
~ l l 
i 
species under consideration. The a. are the rate constants for these re-
l 
actions, and the o . are the densities of the molecular species with which 
l 
the ions are reacting. Let A=\ a.d .• The combination of these equations 
~ l l 
i 
gives the partial differential equation of the system, 
-D V · V n + K V · (In) + An + ~~ = 0 (18) 
Solution of the Equation of the System for the Pulse Mode of Operation 
In view of the assumption of no mutual repulsion, I shall be taken 
as uniform and parallel to the axis of the drift tube. If cylindrical 




To separate variables we let 
n(r,z,t) = R(r) Z(z,t) (20) 
Further decomposition of Z(z,t) is not attempted since the particular 
initial condition that will be applied will produce a solution which is 
not completely factorable into functions of z and t. The substitution 
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The r-equation above is the zeroth order Bessel's equation whose solution 
is 
R ( r) = C J ( sr) 
0 
(25) 
To solve the z-equation we let 
Z(z,t) = 
00 




Substitution of this in the z-equation gives a partial differential equa-
tion 
af(k,t) + M f(k,t) = o 
at (27) 
where M = Dk2 + ikKE + A + s2D. The solution of this equation is 
f(k, t) = f (k) exp (-Mt) 
0 
(28) 
In this expression f (k) is the Fourier transform of the function Z(z,O) 
0 
which gives the distribution of the ions along the axis of the drift tube 
when t = 0. Hence 
00 
Z(z,t) = 




If the time duration of the square voltage pulse is kept small the shape 
of the initial burst of ions may be described, to a first degree of ap-
proximation, by a Dirac delta function. If we let Z(z,O) be a Dirac 
delta function we will have a normal or bell-shaped ion distribution in z 
immediately (for all values oft greater than zero). 
where N is the number of ions in the original burst. 
0 
and Z(z,t) may be expressed in the form 
N 
Hence let f (k) = _Q 
0 
J2n 














S exp(-Dk2t) cos k(z-KEt)dk (3la) 
....00 
N co 
z2 (z,t) = 2~ exp[-(A + s2o)t] S exp(-Dk




(z,t) above is zero since exp(-Dk2t) is an even function of k and 
sin k(z-KEt) is odd. z
1 
(z,t) may be evaluated by reference to a table of 
. t l 43 1n egra s. 
(32) 
Thus the complete description of the ion density function is given by 
n(r,z,t) = (33) 
To evaluate the s . it will be assumed that n(r,z,t) is zero at some fixed 
l 
value of r because of the loss of ions against the electrodes and sides of 
the drift tube. In the expression (33) above the Bessel function in the 
first term will have its first zero at this value of r; the Bessel function 
in the second term will have its second zero at this value of r; etc. The 
C" are determined by the initial radial distribution of the ion burst. In 
l 
This experiment the initial distribution of the ion burst is not precisely 
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known. Its effect on our results will be discussed later. The reason 
that the use of formula (41) based on a Dirac delta function model is 
still considered justified is that any ion cloud initially restricted to 
a bounded volume of space but otherwise arbitrarily distributed will ap-
proach a form represented by the first term of (33) asymptotically with 
increasing time because of the effect of diffusion. In our case we obtain 
a false value of D because of the initial distribution of the cloud. 
Distributions for other possible initial ion distributions are 
given as Appendix C. 
Normalization of the Distribution in Time 
The solution (33) above gives the ion population density through-
out the drift tube as a function of r,z, and t. From this density function 
it is desired to construct a time distribution function for ions passing 
through the pin-hole. This function, f(z,t), gives the probability that 
an ion generated at the source at t = 0 and passing through the pin-hole 
will be counted by our equipment between the times t and t + dt. Here z 
is the distance from the source to the pin-hole. 
The total number of ions from any given ion burst that eventually 
pass through the pin-hole is proportional to 
N 
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N ( z) = No \c. S exp(ikz) dk 2
TI: ~ 1 ....ro Dk2 + ikKE + (A+s. 2D) 
( 36) 
1 1 
After D is factored from the denominator of each term in the above series, 
the denominator may then be written 
2 
2 
A + s. D 
k + ik KE + 1 





Thus the integrand of the above integral has poles on the imaginary axis, 
one in the upper half-plane and one in the lower. z > 0 corresponds to 
the case where the drift field E is towards the pin-hole. For z > 0 a 
path of integration (Figure 8) may be chosen starting on the real axis 
at B, going up the real axis to A, and then passing in a semi-circle in 
the upper half-plane to B. This path passes around the pole at k
2 
and 
the contribution to the integral by the semi-circular part of the path 
approaches zero as A--+ +oo, B--+ -oo, and as the radius of this path ap-







Figure 8. Contour of Integration. 
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(38) 
If we may make the assumption that K2E
2 > > 4(A + s. 2D)D for all s. 's of 
l l 
importance then 
iD [-(A+ si2D)z] 
= KE exp KE (39) 
This assumption will be justified by results. The total number of ions 
arriving at the pin-hole from any given pulse is proportional to 
N ( z) = 
N 2 
_Q ~C exp[_· (A+ sl. D)z] 





The fraction arriving between t and t + dt is n(O,z,t) dt = f(z t) dt 
N(z) · ' • 
For any reasonable initial distribution of ions about the source we should 
have Ci << c
1 
for i > l. Furthermore s
2
2 is approximately four times as 
2 2 large as s 1 and the rest of the si are even larger so the higher terms 
decay and vanish much faster than the first. For a first approximation 
let us take C = l, C. = 0, for all i > l. This is equivalent to repre-
1 l 
senting the initial radial distribution by the Bessel function having its 
first zero at the cylindrical boundary of the system. This gives 
f(z,t) 
KE exp [(A+ sl2D)(z- KEt) - (z- KEt)2] 
J 4n:Dt KE 4Dt 
(41) = 
Statistical Estimators for K. D, and A 
The function (41) above has been put in the form of a statistical 
distribution having a form which we hope from a priori considerations will 
represent the distribution of ions according to time of drift. A method 
-
.frequently used to estimate the parameters of such a distribution function 
from the experimental distribution of data is called the method of maximum 
likelihood. 44 
To find the maximum likelihood estimators for K, D, and A we maxi-
mize the function L where 
N 










by varying parameters. Equating the partial derivatives of L with respect 
to K, 0, and A to zero gives 
2 
N 
aL _ N NAz NzE KE2 L Ns Oz + 
20 ti = 0 aK K K2E K2E 20 i=l 
(43) 
2 
N 2 N 2 2 N aL N Ns z 
52 I>i + 
_z_ I [ t1.J 2NzKE + K_L I t 0 ao = 20 + = KE 
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aL _ Nz -I t. = 0 a A KE l ( 45) 
i=l 
In these equations we substitute 
20 N 20 N 
L N.t . for L t. and I [:.J for L [ tlo J J J l 
j=l i=l j=l J i=l l 
Where N. is the count recorded in the jth channel and t . is the time 
J J 
period from the center of the source pulse to the center of the channel 
interval. In the original formulation (42) each ion counted was assigned 
its own arrival time, t.; this substitution is made since our data is 
l 
segregated into 20 classes by the time analyzer according to time of 
drift. From equation (45) we get 
K = 1. N E 20 
\ N.t . 






From the combination of all three equations (43), (44), and (45) we get 
C) 
2 0 20 2 {cD- ~} l L (t~)- N D = L = L (47) 2 N 20 2 
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1 \5 z ·-c~) _ 5 
2
z CD (48) = = 
A Least Squares Fit of the Theoretical Curve to the Data 
Two computer programs exist to fit a theoretical function of the 
gBneral form (41) to the experimental data. The distribution (41) is a 
statistical distribution, and its integral over time from zero to infinity 
is one. Hence this function must b~ multiplied by the total number, N, of 
particles counted in order to be fitted to the data. Hence both programs 
fit a curve of the form 
F(z,t) 
2 2 
= ___l:!KL exp [(A+ s1 D)(z- KEt) _ (z _ KEt)2] 
J4TIDt . KE 4Dt 
(49) 
to the experimental data. 
The first of the two computer programs was prepared by Dr. D. S. 
Harmer at Georgia Tech. This program was written in the computer language, 
Algol, for use on the Burroughs 220 Electronic Digital Computer. For this 
Program N was estimated from the total count recorded by the twenty channel 
analyzer (since this total count was sometimes in error, the estimate was 
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only a good guess when some of the counts did not fall in any of the twenty 
channels). The parameter s
1 
was estimated from the radius of the drift 
tube and the first zero of the zeroth order Bessel function. The parameter 
A was set arbitrarily equal to zero since the shape of the ion burst was 
not particularly meaningful in this experiment. A least squares fit was 
then made in which K and D were calculated by a method of successive ap-
proximations. The technique used is similar to the one used below for the 
same parameters. 
The second of the two computer programs was prepared by the author 
at Lawrence Radiation Laboratory, Livermore, California. This program 
was written in the computer language, Fortran, for use on the IBM 7094 
Electronic Digital Computer. The parameter s
1 
wa~ estimated as above. 
In this program a least squares fit was made in which N was calculated 
directly and K, D, and A, were calculated by a method of successive ap-
proximations described in the following paragraphs. 
For this program good initial estimates of K, D, and A must be uti-
lized to compute values of F(z,t). These estimates are designated K , 
0 
D , and A • They may be found by using the statistical estimators of 
0 0 
pp. 5 4~ 55, or they may simply be good guesses based on experience. 
It is first necessary to find the value of the parameter N in 
equation (49). If the assumptions upon which this equation was derived 
are correct then 
(50) 
where N. is the count in the jth time channel. To make a least squares 
J 
fit of the equation (49) to the data it is necessary to find the values 
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of K, D, and A, which will make the quantity S a minimum where S is given 
by 
I 2 2 S [F. - N.] Q. J J J 
j 
(51) 
Here F. is the value of the function (49) evaluated at t., the time cor-
J J 
responding to the jth time channel, and the Q. are weighting factors. 
J 
Since a population of counts from a given channel will be normally distri-
buted if these counts are all taken under identical circumstances the 





JN'. + 1 
J 
(52) 
To find values of K, D, and A that will minimize the function S it 
is necessary to expand the function F(z,t) as a function of K, D, and A, 
in a Taylor 1 s series about the point K, D and A: 
0 0 0 
F(K,D,A) = (F) 
0 
+ (~[)0 6 K + (~[)0 6 D +(~Do 6 A + - - - (53) 
where the subscript zero on the functions in parentheses indicate that 
they are evaluated at (K ' D o' A ) and where 0 0 
6K = K K (54) 0 
60 = D D ' 
and 
0 
6A = A - A 0 
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Utilizing only the terms in this expansion shown above, the values of 6K, 
6 D, and 6 A were found that minimize the function S. To · do this we set 
____§___ = 2 L ~j. : :j) c::j)o = 0 a(6 K) 
j J 
as {c:j - Nj) (aFj) 0 a (6 D) = = + 1 aD o 
j J 
as 
2 L~~ - Nj)(Fj) 0 a(6 A) = = + 1 aA o 
j J 
To simplify the form of these equations we let 
ca:D ca:d) 
ull = N. + 1 
J 
--~0 0 
ul2 = N. + 1 
] · 
/aFj) (aFj) 
laK aA c:;J 
0 __ ....;;..0 0 
N. + 1 
J 
u22 = N. + 1 
J 
C~) ca:D 
u23 = LN.+~ 0 
j J 
[N.- (F.) ] (~) 
J J 0 aK 







[ N . - ( F . ) J (a F j) 
J J 0 ao 
v2 = L o 
j (Nj + 1) 
[ N . - ( F . ) J (aF j) 
v 3 = I: J J o a A o 
. j (N. + 1) 
J 
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whose solutions for 6 K, 60, and 6 A were found, by utilizing Cramer's 
rule, as 
6 K = l vl ul2 ul3 (59) 6 · 
v2 u22 u23 
v3 u23 u33 
6 0 = l ull vl ul3 and ( 60) 6 ' 
ul2 v2 u23 
ul3 v3 u33 
6 A = l ull ul2 vl , where ( 61) 6 
ul2 u22 v2 
ul3 u23 v3 
60 
= 
If all of the ratios 6 K/K, 6 D/D, 6 A/A were very small (0.001 or smaller) 
the current values of K , D , and A were taken as the values of K, D, and 
0 0 0 
A that minimizeS within acceptable limits. If any of these ratios are 
too large, the corresponding parameters are corrected towards the computed 
values. The entire calculation is then done over using the new values of 
the parameters K, D, or A in place of the previous ones. The program is 
set to terminate itself if the above criterion for the ratios is not met 
within a predetermined number of tries. The Fortran version of this 
program is given in Appendix B. 
Since it is believed that the value of K is much more accurately 
known than that of D and A, the program used initially tries to get 
better estimates of these parameters by the least squares method before 




Ion Molecule Reactions of the System 
The data gathered by the steady state rrode of operation was so 
variable from one run to another as to be of only small use for any quan-
titative determinations. There are several reasons for this. · In order of 
presumed importance some of these are: 
(1) The level of H
2
o in the drift tube, because it was very small, 
could vary by several orders of magnitude because of the peculiar condi-
tions in or history of operations in the drift tube on a particular run. 
As has been pointed out this trace of H
2
0 produces the reaction in the 
drift tube which is quantitatively by far the most important. 
(2) The transmission characteristics of the differential pumping 
chambers and mass spectrograph are known to change during operation. 
(3) The ion production of the source is subject to a slow change 
due to "aging'' and is also subject to unstable operation under some cir-
cumstances. 
In addjtion to these reasons the mathematical expressions for the 
ion densities are complicated functions of the variables and parameters 
which would be very difficult to solve for the parameter of interest un-
less a large amount of accurate data was available for various values of 
the variables. These mathematical expressions are developed in Appendix F. 
Nevertheless the data gathered in this mode of operation was of great value 
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i n determining semi-quantitatively the relations between some of the dif-
ferent types of ions found in the drift tube. 
On the basis of the study of the variations with pres~ure of the 
count rates of the varj.ous ionic species it was concluded that the major 
ion-molecule reactions occurring with nitrogen in the drift tube are: 
( l) 
(2) 
The reasons for assuming these reactions are as follows. The reactants 





stitute over 90 per cent of the ions found in the mass spectra over a wide 
range of pressures when the drift tube trap contains liquid nitrogen. 
Figure 9 shows typical mass spectra taken at pressures of 35 microns and 
175 microns. The only other io~ that shows up in any quantity at all is 
+ mass 18 which is thought to be H
2
0 formed by charge exchange with some 
of the above ions. 
The involvement of hydrocarpon pump oil fragments with the formation 
f N + . b f o 2H 1s thought to e minimal since placing liquid nitrogen in the dri t 
tube trap eliminates practically all of the extensive and complicated spec-
trum of pump oil and its cracking pattern. Water might enter the system 
from several sources: atmospheric leaks, oxidation of pump oil, as a con-
taminant of pump oil, effusion from metallic surfaces inside the drift 
tube, but by far the most important source is entry with the gas being 
admitted. The ,gas coming from the nitrogen cylinder has a dew point of 
about -28.3° C. The pressure maintained in the feed line between the 
400 
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regulator valve and the needle valve is 1638 ± 25 mm. The acetone and dry 
ice trap should reduce the vapor pressure in the feed line to about .00048 
:!_: .00005 mm. This means that the partial pressure of H20 in this gas is 
(2.9 ± .2)xl0-5 per cent of the total pressure in the feed line. In no 
single run was the drift tube pressure raised to more than 2000 microns 
and in. most cases less than 1000 microns so that 5.8xl0-4 microns may be 
considered as the absolute upper limit on the partial pressure of H20 ad-
mitted on any one filling of the drift tube. However, the outer surface 
of the drift tube trap, which contains liquid nitrogen, will be at only a 
slightly higher temperature than -195.8° C, the boiling point of liquid 
nitrogen. Extrapolation of data from reference 43 and other sources45 
give an equilibrium vapor pressure of H20 in the presence of this trap of 
-20 the order of 10 microns, a scarcely believable figure in view of the 
results of this experiment. Because of the method of handling the gas in 
both modes of operation it is highly probable that the equilibrium vapor 
pressure of H
2
0 at the temperature of the cold trap is never achieved. 
Continuous effusion of water from the surfaces inside the drift tube and 
leaks to the atrrosphere would diminish the chances of this equilibrium 
occurring. For the purposes of this experiment it will be considered that 
the partial pressure of H
2
0 in the drift tube remains almost constant at 
a not exactly known but very low value over almost the whole pressure 
range. 
Figure 10 shows the variation in relative intensities of N~, N2H+, 
and H
3
0+ for a typical run as a function of pressure in this drift tube. 
Many qualitatively similar graphs serve as the basis for reactions (l) and 
( 2) 0 
Figure 10. 
RfLATIVE ION COUNT RATES 
E0 = 3.02 volts/em 
Source B 
p (microns) 
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Including~; and N: in the calculation of the relative intensities 
would not qualitatively change the results since they constitute in all 
runs except one less than 20 per cent of the total ion current. 
+ + 




are sufficiently diverse 
qualitatively that no definite conclusions can be reached about the mecha-
nism of formation of these ions from the data gathered here. 
On the basis of the study of the variations with pressure of the 
count rates of the various ionic species it was concluded that the major 
ion-molecule reactions occurring with hydrogen in the drift tube are: 
H+ + H2 ~ H+ + H (3) 2 3 
+ 
+ N2 N H+ (4) H2 ~ + H 2 
+ 
+ N2 N H+ ( 5) H3 ~ + H2 2 
The reactants and products in the above reactions together with H+ consti-
tute over 95 per cent of the ions found in the mass spectra over a wide · 
range of pressures when the drift tube trap contains liquid nitrogen. The 
reaction forming H
3
o+ is not as important here as it was in the case of 
nitrogen because the pressures were seldom carried as high in the hydrogen 
investigation as they were in the case of nitrogen. Figure 11 shows the 
variation of the relative intensities of H~, H;, and N2H+ for a typical 
run as a function of pressure in the drift tube. Many qualitatively simi-
lar graphs serve as the basis for reactions (3), (4), and (5). As can be 
seen from the figure the fast decrease with increasing pressure in the 






















---o-- MASS 2 (H) 
-·~MASS 3 (N~) 







'· ' -~- ............ _ 
---o-_ 
·-·--o------o----------
0 ~~~~--------~--------------_.----------------~--------------~--------------~ 0 so 100 150 200 250 
p (microns Hg) 
Figure 11. + + + Variations with Pressure of the Fractions of H2 ) H3
) and N
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H Ions in Hydrogen. 
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+ + in the number of HJ and to a much smaller increase in the number of N2H . 
+ The catastrophic decrease in the number of H
2 
ions with increasing pressure 
renders it h i g h 1 y u n 1 ike 1 y that any previous mob i 1 it y me as u r e men t o f ions 
in hydrogen was affected to any appreciable degree by its presence. In 
+ most previous reliable mobility measurements (where N
2
H was absent because 
the apparatus was 11 clean 11 compared to ours), the ion whose rrobility was 
+ measured was certainly, therefore, H
3
. 
Factors Affecting Mobility Measurements 
Bursts of ions are generated at one of the several sources in this 
system by putting a square voltage pulse of from 50 to 100 volts on the 
anode of the source. In all runs for which data was taken this square 
pulse was supplemented by a DC voltage of 20 volts. The duration T of the 
voltage pulse varied for different series of runs, but the same value ofT 
was used for all runs in the same series. For most of the early runs T 
had a value of 50 microseconds, for most of the later runs it had a value 
of 30 microseconds, and for a few runs a value of 20 microseconds was used. 
It did not prove practicable with the present apparatus to reduce T below 
20 microseconds since below this value the shape of the pulse was severly 
altered by the relatively low input impedance of the system, and the number 
of ions generated was reduced sharply. The increase of the pulse width 
above 50 microseconds would secure no obvious advantage and would lower 
the resolution of the system. 
Pulses of the kind described produce ion distributions which are 5 
to 25 times wider than might be expected by comparison of K and D by means 
of the relation (7). Nevertheless these ion bursts have the general shape 
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predicted by the theory, though not exactly in all cases. For comparison, 
Figure 12 is a histogram of a typical run superimposed on the graph of the 
theoretical distribution whose parameters, K and D, have values calculated 
from the data by the least squares computer program. In addition to this, 
on a number of occasions the shape of the ion burst arriving at the detec-
tor suggested the superposition of two overlapping bursts. In a few in-
stances two peaks were evident. Characteristically there appeared to be 
a narrow, sharp burst arriving first followed by a broad relatively low 
tail. Two distributions, one showing this feature and one not showing it 
can be seen in Figure 13. 
These anomalies in the shape of the ion burst are apparently trace-
able to the crude nature of the ion source used in this experiment. The 
distribution of the electric field around the anode during the time in-
terval of the voltage pulse is extremely distorted by the presence of 
drift field electrodes, grids, and the filament. There is evidence that 
ionization resulting from this field takes place throughout a considerable 
volume of space in the 0eighborhood of this anode. The shape of the dis-
tribution of ions received by the analyzer may be explained if the initial 
distribution of ions is affected by the following factors: 
(1) From Figure 3, it can be seen that there are grids in front of 
and behind sources B and C. In each case the one in front is closer. 
There will therefore be a more intense field in front of the anode and a 
less intense field behind it although the field should be by far the 
strongest at the surface of the anode. Source D on the other hand has a 
grid only in front of it so that mostof the ions will be generated there 
leading to a value of the mobility for this source just a little larger 
























E0 = 2.01 volts/em 
Runs 7/18 - 13, 14 
Source B 
p = 99.3 microns 













t ( 10 SEC) 
+ Histogram of an Experimental Time Distribution of N
2 
Ions in Nitrogen 




2 in N2 
7 ED= 4.03 volts/em 



























0 ~~~~~~~-L--~--~--~--~--~--~ __ ._ __ ._ __ ~~--~~~--~ __ _. __ _. __ ~ 
0 5 10 15 20 
+ Figure 13. Two Time Distributions of N
2 
Ions in Nitrogen Showing Variations 
in the Shape. 
72 
(2) The electric field around the source has a second effect which 
tends to reinforce and magnify the effect of non-uniform ionization de-
scribed in (1) above. While the positive voltage pulse is on the anode 
there is a strong electric field which causes the ions to migrate rapidly 
away from it. This would have the effect of splitting the ion burst seen 
by the pin-hole into two parts and undoubtedly accounts for the occasional 
double peaks. As the time of travel of the ion burst increases the~e two 
parts become blended together by diffusion and the pin-hole in this case 
would see only a single peak. 
(3) The "aging" process of the anodes described in Chapter II, 
p e. g e :~ 9, undoubtedly contributed to the spreading of the ion bursts . As 
the centers of the ionizing activity move out away from the center of the 
drift tube, ions will not only have to drift the distance to the pin-hole 
but they will have to diffuse toward the center of the tube. This will 
have the effect of lengthening the tail on the distribution and increasing 
the estimate of D. A gradual trend downward in the value of K/D over a 
period of months has been detected. 
(4) Each anode passes between and fairly close to the two drift 
field electrodes adjacent to its position. In fact, the closest grid is 
mounted on one of these electrodes. A significant amount of ionizing 
activity must take place between these electrodes especially as the "aging" 
process described in (3) above proceeds. 
(5) The distribution of the electron cloud is affected by many 
factors such as the thermal gradients in the drift tube, the configuration 
of the electric field around the source, the presence of conducting sur-
faces, the rate of emission of the filament, the gas pressure, the possible 
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presence of mo lecu 1 ar s pec:i es that could attach electrons and become nega-
tive ions, and recombination processes with positive ions. The distribu-
tion of the electron cloud determines the effectiveness of the anode field 
in producing ions as described above. It also affects the ion population 
by causing a loss of positive ions due to recombination. 
From all of these factors it might be concluded that during the 
duration of the voltage pulse there is a narrow region of relatively in-
tense ionization in front of the anode producing the sharp leading edge 
in the ion distribution. A wider region of less intense ionization behind 
the anode and the region of ionization between the drift electrodes con-
tributes the tail of the distribution. As the anodes "age" this region 
between the electrodes becomes more important causing the tail to become 
more pronounced. This initial ion distribution, whatever its configura~ 
tion, is violently driven away fron the anode during the time of duration 
of the voltage pulse. 
There are two other factors that might affect the shape of ion 
burst of one of the supposed primary ions. The first is the possibility 
that not all of these ions are primary ions but part of them may be secon-
dary ions being created by an ion-molecule reaction from some other ion 
species having a different rrobility than the ion under consideration" The 
second is the possibility that temporary clustering of the ion of interest 
with some highly polarizable neutral molecule might reduce its effective 
mobility. Since this effect would uniformly affect all ions of a given 
species it could hardly be an explanation for the double peaks sometimes 
observed. The effect of these factors, in any case, would be negligible 
compared with the source effects. 
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It is estimated that the transmission efficiency from the ion source 
to the multiplier tube -10 is only of the order of 10 The original reason 
for putting a source of this nature in the apparatus was to get enough 
ions to make useful measurements of count rates, etco 
Results for the Primary Ions 
d d b N+ d N+ . In nitrogen the primary ions are consi ere to e an 2 ; 1n 
+ + hydrogen the primary ions are believed to be H and H
2
. In the case of 
H~, however, the cross section for the reaction (3), which converts H~ into 
+ H
3
, is so large that it is doubtful that the concept of mobility has any 
. f + mean1ng or H
2
. + For the same reason H
3 
may be considered to be a primary 
ion in hydrogen as far as the treatment of the experimental results is 
concerned. 
The major variables, aside from the effects produced by the pecu-
liarities of the course, which affected the shape and position of the ion 
distribution on our time scale were the drift distance, the drift field, 
and the gas pressureo Figure 14 shows the differences in the shape and 
position of the ion bursts arriving from sources B, C, and D located at 
different distances from the pin-hole with the same pressure and drift 
field in each of the three cases. Figure 15 shows the effect of varying 
the drift field on the distribution of ions coming from a single source 
while the pressure is held constant. Figure 16 shows the effect of vary-
ing the pressure on the distribution of ions coming from a single source 
while the drift field is held constant. 
The major sources of systematic error were studied to determine 
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turned out to be the peculiarities of the source. Other sources of sys-
tematic error considered were: (a) uncertainty in the measurement of the 
effective distance from the pin-hole to the source, (b) the time of transit 
of the ions through the differential pumping chambers and mass spectrom-
eter, (c) possible lack of simultaneity between the triggering of the 20-
channel time analyzer and the pulse on the anode of the source, and (d) in-
accuracy in the frequency of the crystal controlled oscillator controlling 
the 20-channel time analyzer. The errors introduced by these other sources 
of error proved to be negligible compared to the primary source of error. 
N+ in N 
2 2 
+ 





against E/p , each on a logarithmic scale. Superimposed on this is a curve 
0 
representing the best fit Varney made to his data taken at a temperature 
of 300° K. The value p
0 
on this graph is the actual value of the pressure 
adjusted to the value it would have at 273° K with no change in density. 
In our experiment there is no means provided for measuring the temperature 
inside the drift tube and there would be some question as to how and where 
this temperature should be measured considering the temperature gradients 
due to the filaments and the cold trap. It seems most reasonable to take 
300° as the temperature inside the drift tube since this temperature is 
only a few degrees above the average room temperature of the laboratory. 
The most important heat sink (or source) in the drift tube is the uninsu-
lated outside wall. 
Varney concluded that the upper portion of his curve was due to the 
N+ ion in the high E/p region. Since, from his data, the exact location 
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+ Figure 17. Experimental Results for the Normalized Drift Velocity of N
2 Ions in Nitrogen. 
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this curve into the low E/p region. The present data evidently does this. 
He concluded that the lower portion of his curve was due to the equilibrium 
+ + condition between N2 and N4
o If this were extended it would give a value 
o f K o f about 2 o 5/ c m 2/ v o 1 t./ s e c . 
0 
To decide whether most of the points on the graph lay in the low 
E/p region or in the transition region between low and high E./p the data 
points were first tested to see how closely they came to fitting a straight 
line. This test consisted of fitting them by the least squares method to 
the curve 
= log C ( E/ p) a ( 62) 
This fit gave a value of0.93 for a. Since this value is close to 1.0 it 
follows that these points can be reasonably well represented by an ex-
pression of the form 
= ( Ko p A) ( E/ p) ( 63) 
corresponding to the low E/p behavior of v
0
, where pA is atmospheric pres-
sure and K is the reduced mobilityo Examination of the data revealed that 
0 
the data points are approximately uniformly distributed about a straight 
line when plotted on logarithmic graph paper. This suggested that a 
direct least squares fit to an expression of the form 
(64) 
would weight the points in a manner justified by their relative scatter 




are for source B, 1.6 em /volt-sec, for source C, lo2 em /volt-sec, and 
2 for source D, 1.4 em /volt-sec. The fact that these values show no 
definite trend with z indicates that any correction for end effects would 
in fact be much less than other errors. The value of K obtained by using 
0 
2 
all points is 1.4 ± 0.1 em /volt-sec. The limits given represent the 68 
per cent confidence i~terval for the means of a population of samples of 
the size taken here by the methods used here. 
As can be seen from Figure 17 all our points seem to lie just below 
the transition point from low to high E/p and join smoothly into Varney's 
data for high E/p which he believed to represent the drift velocity of N~. 
Since some of the points are apparently in the transition region the value 




Figure 18 shows the values of the drift velocity v
0 
of N+ plotted 
against E/p
0
_, each on a logarithmic scale. In this case a least squares 
fit to a curve of the form (62) yields a value for a of 0.85 indicating 
that most of the points are in the low E/p region. It therefore appears 
justifiable to fit the data by the least squares method to an equation 
of the form (63). The value of K given by this technique is 2.4 ± 0.1 
0 
crr(/volt-sec where the limits have the same significance as above. Since 
some of the points in this sample also are apparently in the transition 
region, the value of K obtained here may be somewhat low. 
0 
Primary Ions in H
2 
The mobility of all ions in hydrogen proved to be about an order of 
magni.tude larger than the mobility of the ions in nitrogen, and their time 
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of travel through the drift tube was therefore about an order of magnitude 
smaller. Hence the dispersion of the ion burst was larger, and the inac-
curacy in measurement of the time of travel of the ion burst was corre-
spondingly larger. Under the present circumstances the scatter in the 
mobility measurements of the ions in hydrogen renders any estimate of K 
0 
from these measurements unreliable. However, the values of K obtained 
were not inconsistent with earlier measurements. 
Results for Product Ions 
A set of measurements was made in which the time spectrum of the 
primary and each of the product ions was taken in immediate succession 
with all experimental variables being held as nearly constant as possible 
for all. The purpose of this was to hold uncontrolled variations of the 
amount of impurities in the drift tube and variations in the operating 
conditions of the source to a minimum. Ratios of the "mobilities" of 
these ions measured under identical conditions as calculated by equation 
(46) were formed o It was felt that these ratios might be more meaningful 
than the absolute values of the mobilities themselves. The statistical 
scatter in the data is such that the mobilities of some pairs of these 
ionic species might be indisti.nguishable if a comparison of mobilities 
taken under slightly different conditions was attempted. 
A qualitative discussion will be presented to show what use might 
be made of data on secondary ions under idealized conditions. Consider 
two hypothetical situations: 
(1) Let A and B be two hypothetical ions having identical mobil-
ities and diffusion coefficients. If these ionic species are generated 
by the same source and neither is affected by reactions or other factors, 
their time distributions should be identical under the same conditions. 
Suppose instead that B is not formed by the source but is formed from A by 
an ion-molecule reactiono Suppose further that exactly half of the ions 
of species A react to form an equal number of species B. The ion distri-
butions should not be identical for the following reason. Since the 
probability that an ion of species A will react is proportional to the 
time it spends drifting through the gas, the counts in the later time 
channels will be diminished more than the counts in the earlier time ch.an-
nels when making a mobility measurement of A. This will have the effect 
of attenuating the tail of the time distribution and increasing the ap-
parent mobility of A if no account is taken of this in the calculations. 
For the same reason when making a mobility measurement of B the counts in 
the later time channels will be bigger in proportion to the earlier ones 
than was the case when A and B had nothing to do with one another. This 
will have the effect of increasing the tail of the time distribution and 
decreasing the apparent mobility of B if no account is taken of this in 
the calculations. In our hypothetical case diffusion to the sides should 
not have a preferential effect on either ion since they have the same mo-
bj.lities and, hence, the same diffusion coefficient. Equation (41) takes 
account of reactions using up ions whose mobility is being measured but 
no account of reactions forming them. It will therefore give a mobility 
value that is too small in the case of product ions. 
(2) Let A and B be two ions formed by the source having very dif-
f ere n t mob i 1 it i e s o I f mob i 1 it y me as u r e men t s are rna de at s u f f i c i en t 1 y high 
pressures and electric fields the ion distribution under idealized 
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conditions due to these species will be narrow and widely separated on the 
time base. Suppose now that B is not formed by the source but is formed 
from A by an ion-molecule reaction. Since the ion distribution of A is 
narrow its shape will not be changed much by the reaction as described in 
situation (1) above. Some of the ions of species B will be formed near 
the source and wi 11 arr·ive at the pin-hole at times determined by the mo-
bility of species B; some will be formed near the pin-hole and will there-
fore arrive at times determined by the mobility of species A; and many 
will be formed between these two points. Hence the ion distribution of 
species B will extend on the time base from the position of the ion dis-
tribution of species A to the position that the ion distribution of species 
B would have if it were a primary ion . The shape of such a distribution 
could be used to infer the value of the rate constant for the reaction 
through which B is formed from A. 
Unfortunately the broad ion distribution caused by source conditions 
causes the distributions of different ions to overlap, and the configura-
tion imposed on the ion distributions by the source renders the shape of 
the distributions of the various ions intractable to mathematical analysis. 
A mathematical analysis of the shape of the ion bursts for product ions 
under idealized source conditions is made in Appendix E. 





In the case of these ions the actual situation is even more com-
plicated than our hypothetical situations. N
2
H+ is expected to have a 
mobility larger than N~ since it is close to N~ in mass and since the mo-
bility of N~ is decreased greatly from the Langevin theory value by reso-




H+ is affected by some factor such as resonance proton exchange. 
Since N
2
H+ i.s being used up in a second reaction not many such ions formed 
near the source will survive to reach the pin-holes; hence most of the 
N
2
H+ ions counted will have been formed near the pin-hole. For this reason 
N2H+ should have an apparent mobility close to that of N~. 
+ According to Langvin's theory H
3
o should have a considerably larger 
No speculation has been presented in this 
I + paper about any ion-molecule reaction using up H
3
o y but such a process 
cannot be elimiGated as a possj.bility. The experimental ratios of the ap-
+;+ + + +; + 0 parent mobilities, N2H N2, H30 /N2 , and H3o N2H , start JUst over 1 . 10 
at source B and decrease to values of about 0.78, 0 .65, and 0.84 respec-
tively., at source D at a pressure of 192 microns. The apparent mobility 
t " . H+/N+ ra l O N2 . 2 shows no evident trend with pressure and has an average value 
+ + + + of 0.8, but the ratios H
3
o /N2 and H30 /N2H seem to have a gradual trend 
upwards from around 0.6 - 0.7 to somewhere between 1.0 and 2.0 as the 
pressure is increased from 50 to 500 microns. The scatter in the values 
of these ratios makes it difficult to draw any conclusions from these 




H , and 
+ . I H
3
o taken at a pressure of 514 microns and a drift field of 4.03-volts . em 
using source C. 
According to the reasoning in situation (l) the smaller values ob-





o+ are descendents of N~ and H
3
o+ is a descendent of N
2
H+. 
The resolution of this experiment does not at present permit any reasonable 
estimate of the mobi.lities of any of these ions or of the reaction rates 
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Comparison of N;, N; and N: in N2 
The mobility ratios N;/N;; NJN;, and NJN;, showed no recognizable 
trend. Their average values as determined by this experiment are Oo9l, 
0.73, and 0.82, respectively. At low values of p such as are used in our 
experiment Varney predicted
20 
that the N; portion of the curve might very 
well extend into the low E/p region. To possibly confirm this it might be 
pointed out that in this experiment we never get large proportions of N: 
as have been reported in other experiments where higher pressures were 
used. Figure 20 is a graph of the ion distributions taken at a pressure 
of 514 microns and a drift field of 4.03-volts/cm using source C. 
Diffusion Coefficients and Rate Constants 
The values of the diffusion coefficient calculated from the data in 
this experiment range from 40 to 400 times larger than the value predicted 
by equation (7). Even if allowance is made for the fact that the experi-
ment is being performed near the transition region between low and high 
E/p where the formula might begin to break down, the estimated values of 
D are too large. It is believed that the wide volume of ionization and 
the ion dispersion due to the anode field is responsible. 
The estimates of the reaction rates show extreme scatter ever. after 
being corrected to a standard pressure. In fact many of them turned out 
to have negative values! In calculating these quantities the shape of 
the ion distribution was critical. As has been pointed out here the ini-
tial shape of the ion bursts were sufficiently distorted and the drift 
times were sufficiently short so that source conditions had more to do 
















t (10- 3 SEC) 
VARIOUS IONS in N2 
Runs 10/1 - 12, 13, 14 
Source C 
E0 = 4.03 volts/ em 
p = 514 microns 
+ + + 
Comparison of the Time Distributions of N2 , N3







a. The data obtained on the mobility of N~ joined smoothly onto 
that portion of the existing data of Varney for the ions in nitrogen at 
values of E/p greater than about 90 volt/em-torr, and extended it into the 
range of lower E/p. The behavior of the mobility is in general agreement 
with that expected from the mobility theory of Wannier for a single ionic 
species not appreciably perturbed by reactions. From this fact it is con-
eluded that Varney's assertion that the ion observed in the higher E/p 
portion of his data could be presumed to be N~ is correct. 
b. It is further concluded that the system of reactions hypothe-
sized by Varney which converts N~ and N: into each other does not signifi-
cantly affect the mobility of N~ ions in nitrogen for pressures of 0.7 
torr and for values of E/p of more than 4 volts/em-torr. 
+ c. The range of E/p in which the drift velocity of N
2 
ions in 
n it r o g en is 1 in ear in E/ p beg ins just be 1 ow 1 0 0 , v o 1 t s / c m-torr , and the 
2 reduced mobility in this range is · 1.4 ± 0.1 em/volt-sec. 
d. The range of E/p in which the drift velocity of N+ ions in 
nitrogen is linear in E/p lies in a range somewhat below 100 volts/em-torr. 
The reduced mobility of N+ for this range is 2.4 ± 0.1 cm
2
/volt-sec. 
e. The time spectrum obtained for N; is not inconsistent with the 
mobility expected for these ions from a semi-empirical relationship deter-
mined by Mitchell and Ridler from their data. 
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f. The time spectrum obtained for N: is not inconsistent with the 
hypothesis that it is in equilibrium with N~. 
g. The predominating ion-molecule reactions of the N~ ions in 
nitrogen at pressures below 0.7 torr are, with the minute trace of water 
present, as follows: 
N H+ + OH 
2 
h. The single ion observed in. pure hydrogen under the conditions 
of most previous mobility me as u r e men t s must certainly have ~)een + HJ. 
i. 0 The measurement of the mobility of + HJ ions attempted in this 
experiment was inexact due to source effects, but the results were of the 
same order of magnitude as previous measurements of the mobility of hydro-
gen ions in hydrogen. 
j. The predominating ion-molecule reactions taking place in hydro-
gen containing a trace of nitrogen at pressures below 0.7 torr are: 
H+ + H2 ~ H+ + H 2 J 
H+ + N2 ~ N H+ + H 2 2 




Provision for the Continuous Variation of z 
The solutions (109) and (113) of the partial differential equations 
(19) and (110) respectively in Appendix F are explicit functions of r and 
z. In these expressions the mobilities, the diffusion coefficients, the 
reaction rates, the electric field, and the dimensions of the system appear 
as parameters. These solutions are implicit but not completely understood 
functions of the pressure through the mobilities, diffusion coefficients, 
and reaction rates. It is necessary to assume a relationship between these 
parameters and the pressure before the data gathered by varying the pres-
sure may be interpreted to determine the rate constants for the various 
reactions. If data were gathered in the steady state mode of oper·ation by 
varying z continuously while holding the pressure constant, this data could 
be much more easily interpreted by means of the solutions (109) and (113) 
above than is the case of data gathered by varying the pressure. 
Under the present arrangement only three values of z are available, 
one for each of three different sources. Each of these sources unavoidably 
has somewhat different operating characteristics. It is often not clear 
when comparison is being made between data gathered using different sources 
whether certain of the differences in the data are due to the different 
drift distances or are due to the differences between the operating char-
acteristics of the sources. It is therefore recommended that a single 
93 
moveable source be provided so that z, the drift distance, may be varied 
continuously. 
In the process of fitting data gathered by varying z to the equa-
tions describing the system, various mathematical combinations of the 
reaction rates and other parameters can be determined from the variation 
of the different ion populations with z . 
Improvement of the Source Geometry 
In the present experiment the principle difficulty encountered in 
ma king mobility measurements was the broad, non-symmetric initial distri-
bution of the ions. This distribution was produced first by the formation 
of the ions throughout a considerable volume of space in the neighborhood 
of the source, then by the further rapid dispersal of the ions by the 
electric field of the source anode. 
A second difficulty encountered was caused by the fact that the 
positive ions generated by the sources were formed in collisions between 
the gas molecules and electrons having a very broad spectrum of energies. 
Because of the spread of electron energies primary ions of all possible 
kinds, excited and unexcited, are formed uncontrollably while the source 
is in operation. The primary causes of this difficulty are the non-uniform 
electric field of the anode and the various points of origin of the elec-
trons. 
It is recommended that the present source be replaced by a mass 
spectrometer type source of a more conventional design. In such a source 
ions are produced by a thin, directed beam of monoenergetic electrons 
running perpendicular to the axis of the drift tube. It is further recom-
mended that all external parts of this source, including the exposed parts 
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of its oount, be held at the local potential of the drift field so that 
the source will not seriously distort the drift field in its own vicinity. 
Short ion bursts produced by such a source would much more closely 
approximate the Dirac delta function oodel used for the initial spatial 
distribution in the theoretical calculations than do the ion bursts pro-
duced by the present sources. This improvement would offer the possibility 
of a much more accurate determination of the mobility. It might also be 
expected to offer the possibility of a realistic simultaneous determina-
tion of the diffusion coefficient. 
Such a source would improve the steady state measurement of the re-
action rates since the drift distance z would be more unambiguously defined 
than it is at present. 
A close control of the energy of the source electrons would permit 
certain simpljfications in the interpretation of the data. In many cases 
it would be possible to eliminate several ionic species from the drift tube 
by holding the accelerating potential of the electron beam below the ap-
pearance potential of these ions. Elimination of extraneous ionic species 
would permit a more unambiguous analysis of the ion-oolecule reactions 
taking place among the remaining species in the drift tube. 
Use of a Diluent Gas in the Investigation of Reaction Rate Constants 
Several of the ion-molecule reactions encountered in this investi-
gation apparently have rate constants so large that their exact determina-
tion by any of the techniques proposed so far would be quite difficult. 
The most extreme example encountered was the reaction converting H~ to H;. 
It is therefore recommended that a non-reacting gas such as helium 
be used to dilute the reacting gas during the measurement of rate constants 
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for reactions in which these constants are very large. The purpose of such 
a diluent would be to allow the drift tube pressure and the concentration 
of the reacting gas to be varied independently. If this could be done, 
high enough pressures could be maintained so that ~bility and diffusion 
theory would be applicable in the interpretation of the results while the 
concentration of the reacting gas could be reduced to a point where the 
reaction rate would be small enough to be measured with this apparatus. 
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APPENDIX B 
CALCULATION OF THE MOBILITY K 
Two basic statistical methods are used to evaluate the parameters 
K, D, and A in equation (49). In both of these methods the parameter C 
is taken to be the total of all the channel counts. 
The first method, the method of maximum likelihood, is described 
on pp. 53~55 of Chapter III. The formulas derived by this method were 
utilized, using desk calculators, to obtain the values of K, D, and A 
upon which the conclusions of this thesis were based. A computer pro-
gram (Max. L.) was constructed utilizing the maximum likelihood formu-
las and this program was used to check the results obtained using the 
desk calculators. 
A computer program (L. Sq. 2) was constructed utilizing the second 
method, the method of least squares, which is described in pp. 55-60 of 
Chapter III. In this program the parameters D and A are first adjusted 
to tend to minimize the functions in equation (51) then the parameter K 
is adjusted to tend to minimize this function. This process is then re-
peated until the criterion for a minimum is achieved. 
In addition to these two programs a third experimental program 
(L. Sq. l) is presented for comparison. This program makes a least 
squares fit of the data to the equation 
F(t) = ~ [ (z - KEt)
2
] 
exp - 4Dt 
J4nDt 
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Which is equation (49) with s
1
2 and A set equal to zero. This result would 
have been obtained if the partial differential equation (18) had been solved 
in one cartesian coordinate so that diffusion towards the sides plays no 
part, if no ion-molecule reactions had occurred, and if the resulting ex-
pression for the ion density had been used to derive the time distribution. 
The method used in this program differs further from that used in L. Sq. 2 
in that C was not taken to be the total of the channel counts but was de-
termined by initially calculating the value that would minimize S. Then 
the parameters K and D are adjusted to tend to minimize S. These two op-
erations are repeated until the criterion for a minimum is achieved. This 
program gave values of S about one to two orders of magnitude smaller than 
the other least squares program, but it also gave values of C three to 
four orders of magnitude smaller than its actual value. 
Fortran Program Listings 
On the following pages is a glossary of symbols used in the Fortran 
programs followed by listings of the computer programs used. Since the 
same data decks were used for all programs the maximum likelihood program 
read instruction is set up to read in initial guesses forK, D, and A al-



























































J J J 
Comment 
I, J, K, L, M, N normally used 
for integers in Fortran. 
Initial guesses of P, D, and A 
tj for first channel having a 
non-zero count 
Time interval between channels 
Number of channel counts in 
sample 
Signal that channel size has 
changed. 
I = j Also see l above 
F(I) = C·FO(I) 
I = j 
H is taken to be about .0237 
to be consistant with the 
assumption that the ion pop-
ulation density goes to zero 
about l5cm from the axis of 
the drift tube. 
F I ( I ) = C · FU ( I ) 
I = j 
Factor of the Q(I) to take 
account of channel size 







24 Q (I) 








33 Den om 










J J J 
~.N./t. 











Weighting factors to take ac-
acount of both channel size 
and statistical scatter in 
channel counts. I = j 
spectively multiplied by the 
weighting factors Q(I), I= j. 
I= i, J = j 
I = i 
Decimal value of integer N 
Sum of the squares of the 
weighted residuals. 
Stored value of S for future 
use. 
Count of initial corrections 
of D and A. 
Count of corrections of P. 
Fraction of DP, DD, or DA 
added to P, D, or A respec-
tively. O<BE ~ l. 
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MAXIMUM LIKELIHOOD FIT (Max. L.) 
DIMENSION F(40), T(40), FU(40), FI(40), R(40), RES(40) 
DISTF (T ,R) = P7~E/SQRTF( 12. 5667~D~~T)7~EXPF (R'~ ( (A'~H7~ D)/P/E-.257~R/D/T)) 
CALL ERRORS 
H = .02570 
49 READ INPUT TAPE 2, 50, PO, DO, AO, TO, OT, E, Z, N, GU 
50 FORMAT(5El0.2, F8.5, F8.2, 13, F3.0) 
READ INPUT TAPE 2, 51, (F(I), I= l, N) 
51 FORMAT(6E 12.5) 
C GENERATE T(I) ARRAY. COMPUTE SUMS Sl, S2, AND S3. 
Sl = 0. 
S2 = 0. 
S3 = 0. 
T ( l) == TO 
KT == l 
DO 52 I = l, N 
GO TO (60, 62), KT 
60 TU = T(I) + DT/10.**4 
IF(TU - GU~~DT) 62, 61, 61 
61 DT = l 0. ~~ DT 
KT = 2 
T(I + l) = T(I) + .55*DT 
GO TO 63 
62 T(I + l) = T(I) + DT 
63 Sl = Sl + F(I) 
S2 = S2 + F(I)*T(I) 
52 S3 = S3 + F(I)/T(I) 
C COMPUTE P, D, AND A. 
P = Z/Eli- Sl/S2 
D = . 5'~Z~Hr27qS3/Sl - Sl/S2) 
A= .5* (Sl/S2*(l. + H*Z**2) - S3/Sl*H*Z**2) 
C COMPARE FIT WITH DATA 
s = 0. 
DO 53 I = l, N 
R(I) = Z - P*E*T(I) 
FU(I) = DISTF (T(I) QR(I)) 
FI(I) = SV~ FU(I) 
RES(I) = (FI(I) - F(I))*Q(I) 
53 S = S + RES (I) ~H~2/Sl 
C PRINT OUT RESULTS 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 72, P, D, A, S 
72 FORMAT(/lOX, lHP, l4X, lHD, l4X, lHA, l4X, lHS/lX, (4E l 5.4)) 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 73, (T(I), F(I), FI(I), R(I), FU(I), I= l, N) 
73 FORMAT(/8X,4HT(I), lOX, 4HF(I), lOX,5HFI(I),9X,4HR(I), lOX,5HFU(I)/ 
l lX, (5El4.4)) 
C PICK UP NEXT SAMPLE 
GO TO 49 
END 
. LEAST SQUARES FIT ( L. Sq. 1) 
DIMENSION T(l40),F(40),FU(40),U(40),V(40)W(40),R(40),FI(40) 
DIMENSION RES(40), Q(40) 
DISTF (T,R) :::= Pi~E/SQRTF (12.55 6-i~D-i~T)-i~EXPF (-.25R~Hr2/D/T) 
CALL ERRORS 
49 READ INPUT TAPE 2, 50, PO, DO, AO, TO, DT, E, z, N, GU 
50 FORMAT(5El0.2, F8.5, F8.2, I3, F3.0) 
READ INPUT TAPE 2, 51, (F(I), I= 1, N) 
51 FORMAT(6E12.5) 
C COMPUTE T(I) ARRAY 
T(l) = TO 
CEW = l. 
KT = 1 
DO 52 I = 1, N 
F (I) = F (I) /CEW 
Q(I) = CEW/SQRTF(F(I) + 1.) 
GO TO (63, 62), KT 
6 3 T u = T ( I ) + DT I 10 . 1Hf 4 
IF(TU- GU-ii-DT) 62, 61, 61 
61 DT = 10. ·1~DT 
CEW = 10. 
KT = 2 
T (I + 1) = T (I) + . 5 51(- DT 
GO TO 52 
62 T(I + 1) = T(I) + DT 
52 CONTINUE 
C COMPUTE C, NUMBER OF IONS COUNTED 
P = PO 
D = DO 
IT = 0. 
DO 70 K = 1, 500 
IT = IT + 1 
G = 0. 
B = 0. 
DO 53 I = 1, N 
R ( I ) = Z - p.;~ E~~ T ( I ) 
FU(I) = DISTF (T(I),R(I)) 
G = G + FU(I) *F(I)*Q(I)**2 
53 B = B + FU(I)**2*Q(I)**2 
C = G/B 
C COMPUTE FI(I), DP, DD, DA 
FLN = N 
All = 0. 
Al2 = 0. 
A22 = 0. 
Bl = 0. 
82 = o. 
DO 54 I = 1, N 
RES ( I ) = ( F I ( I ) - F ( I ) ) o.;~ Q ( I ) 
S = S + RES( I) ~H'-2/FLN 
F I ( I) = C 7f FU (I ) 
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U(I) = F(I)*(l./P + .5*R(I)*E/D)*Q(I) 
V(I) = F(I)*(-.5/D + .25/T(I)*(R(I)/D)**2)*Q(I) 
All = All + U(I)**2 
Al2 = Al2 + U(I)*V(I) 
A22 = A22 + V(I)**2 
81 = 81 + (F(I) - FI(I))*U(I)*Q(I) 
54 82 = 82 + (F(I) - FI(I))*V(I)Q(I) 
DENOM = All*A22 - Al2**2 
DP = (8l*A22 - 82*Al2)/DENOM 
DO = (82-ltAll - 81 ~t Al2) /DEN OM 
C TEST FOR MINIMUM S 
C CORRECT P OR D IF NECESSARY 
IF(A8SF(DP) - .OOl*P) 56, 56, 55 
55 P = P + .25*DP 
IF(A8SF(DD) - .OOl~tD) 70, 70, 57 
56 IF(A8SF(DD) - .001*0) 71, 71, 57 
57 D = D + .25*00 
70 CONTINUE 
C PRINT OUT RESULTS 
71 WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 72, P, D, C, G, 8, S 
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72 FORMAT(/lOX,lHP,l4X,lHD,l4XlHC,l4X,lHG,l4X,lH8,14X,lHS,/lX,(6El5.4)) 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 73,(T(I), FI(I), R(I), FU(I), U(I), V(I), 
1 I = 1, N) 
73 FORMAT(/8X,4HT(I),lOX,4HF(I),lOX,5HFI(I),9X,4HR(I),lOX,5HFU(I), 
l 9X,4HU(I),lOX,4HV(I)/lX,(7El4.4)) 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 74, All,Al2,A22,81,82,DENOM 
74 FORMAT(/9X,3HAll,l2X,3HAl2,12X,3HA22,12X,2H8l,l3X,2H82,13X,5H 
l DENOM/lX, (6El5.4)) 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 75, DP, DO, IT 
75 FORMAT(/8X,2HDP,l3X,2HDD,l2X,2HIT/lX,2E 15.4,18) 
C PICK UP NEXT SAMPLE 
GO TO 49 
END 
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LEAST SQUARES FIT (L. Sq. 2) 
DIMENSION T(140),F(40),FU(40)FI(40),RES(40)iR(40),Q(40),F0(40) 
DIMENSION U(40),V(40),W(40) 
DISTF(T,R) = P*E/SQRTF(12.566*D*T)*EXPF(R*((A + H*D)/P/E-.25*R/D/T)) 
CALL ERRORS 
H = .02570 
49 READ INPUT TAPE 2, 50, PO,DO,AO,TO,DT,E,Z,N,GU 
50 FORMAT(5E10.2, F8.5, F8.2, I3, F3.0) 
READ INPUT TAPE 2, 51, (F(I), I = 1, N) 
51 FORMAT(6El2.5) 
C COMPUTE T(I), Q(I)', FO(I) ARRAYS, MODIFY F(I). COMPUTE C. 
T(I) =TO 
CEW = 1. 
KT = 1 
c :::: o. 
DO 55 I ::: 1, N 
Q(I) = CEW/SQRTF(F(I) + 1.) 
F(I) :::: F(I)/CEW 
C = C + F(I) 
GO TO (52,54), KT 
52 TU = T(I) + DT/10.**4 
IF(TU - GU*DT) 54, 53, 53 
53 DT = 10. ~\·DT 
CEW = 10. 
KT ::: 2 
T(I + 1) = T(I) + .55*DT 
GO TO 55 
54 T(I + 1) = T(I) + DT 
55 CONTINUE 
DO 48 I = 1, N 
48 FO(I) = F(I)/C 
C COMPUTE DO AND DA. 
IT = 0. 
P = PO 
C = DO 
A= AO 
56 KO = 0. 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 70 
70 FORMAT(/8X,3HA11,11X,3HA12,11X,3HA22~11X,2HB1,12X,2HB2,12X,1HS, 
1 12X,2HDD,12X,2HDA) 
DO 61 J = 1, 500 
IF(SENSE SWITCH 1) 100, 101 
101 KO = KO + 1 
A22 = 0. 
A23 = 0. 
A33 = 0. ' 
82 = o. 
B3 = 0. 
s = o. 
FLN = N 
B = 1. 
DO 57 I = l, N 
R(I) = Z - P*E*T(I) 
FU(I) = DISTF(T(I),R(I)) 
FI (I) = Cir FU (I) 
V(I) = FI(I)*(-.5/D + H*R(I)/P/E + .25/T(I)*(R(I)/D)**2)*Q(I) 
W(I) = FI(I)?fR(I)/P/E~fQ(I) 
S = S + (F0(1) - FU(I))**2/FLN*C**2*Q(I)**2 
A22 = A22 + V(I)**2 
94 A23 = A23 + V(I)*W(I) 
A33 = A33 + W(I)**2 
B2 = B2 + (FO(I) - FU(I))*C*V(I)*Q(I) 
57 B3 = B3 + (FO(I) - FU(I))*C*W(I)*Q(I) 
DENOM = A22*A33 - A23**2 
DD = (B2*A23 - B3*A23)/DENOM 
DA = (B3*A22 - B2*A23)/DENOM 
C TEST FOR MINIMUM S. CORRECT D OR A IF NECESSARY. 
IF(ADSF(DD)- .OOl?fD) 59, 59, 58 
58 D = D + .25*DD 
IF(ABSF(DA) - .OOl*ABSF(A)) 61, 61, 60 
59 IF(ABSF(DA) - .OOl*ABSF(A)) 90, 90, 60 
60 A = A + .25*DA 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 71, All, Al2, A22, Bl, B2, S, DD, DA 
71 FORMAT(lX, 8El4.4) 
61 CONTINUE 
90 WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 72, D, A, B, KO 
72 FORMAT(/lX, 2El4.4, E7.l, I8) 
C MINIMIZE WRT P. 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 73 
73 FORMAT(/8X,2HA3,12X,2HB3,12X,2HDP,l2X,lHS) 
DO BO K = l, 50 
IF (SENSE SWITCH l) 100, 102 
102 IT = IT + l 
su = s 
A3 = 0. 
B3 = o. 
s = o. 
DO 62 I = l, N 
R(I) = Z - P*E*T(I) 
FU(I) = DISTF(T(I),R(I)) 
F I ( I ) = C?f FU ( I) 
U(l) = FI(I)lr(l./P- z1qA + H~fD)/P~Ht2/E + .5?tR(I)~tE/D)?fQ(I) 
S = S + (FO(I) - FU(I))**2/FLN*C**2*Q(I)**2 
All = All + U(I)**2 
62 Bl = Bl + (FO(I) - FU(I))*C*U(I)*Q(I) 
DP = Bl/All 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 74, A3, B3, DP, S 
74 FORMAT(lX, 4El4.4) 
IF(SU - S)210, 210, 211 
210 BE =BE - .5*BE 
GO TO 63 
211 BE= BE+ .1* (1. -BE) 
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63 IF(ABSF(DP) - .001*P) 81, 81, 64 
64 P = P + BE*DP 
80 CONTINUE 
IF(IT - 1500) 82, 82, 81 
82 GO TO 56 
81 WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 75, P, D, A, C, S, IT 
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75 FORMAT (lOX, 1HP, 14X ,.1HD, 14X, 1HA ,14X, 1HC, 14X, 1HS, 14X ,2HIT/1X, ( 5E15. 4), 
1 I6) 




C PICK UP NEXT SAMPLE 
GO TO 49 
100 WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 75, P, D, A, C, S, IT 
WRITE OUTPUT TAPE 3, 76, (T(I) ,F(I) ,FI(I) ,R(I) ,U(I) ,V(I) ,W(I), 




Run E p Z 
I.D.No.(volts/em) (~) (em) 
22-l 2.015 50.2 26.78 
22-3,4 3.022 50.2 26.78 
22-5,6 4o029 50.2 26.78 
22-7,8 4.029 50.2 36.94 
22-10 3.022 50.2 36.94 
22-ll 2.015 50.2 16.62 
22-13,143.022 50.2 16.62 
22-15 2.015 144 16.62 
22-16 3.022 144 16.62 
22-18 4.029 144 16.62 
22~20 3.022 144 26.78 
22-22 4.029 144 26.78 
22-24 4.029 144 36.94 
22-25 4.029 100.8 36.94 
22-26 3.022 100.8 26.78 
22-28 4.029 100.8 26.78 
22-29 3.022 100.8 16.62 





Run E p z 





















1.007 48.0 16.62 
2.015 48.0 16.62 
3.022 48.0 16.62 
3.022 48.0 26.78 
3.022 48.0 36.94 
2.015 48.0 36.94 
3.022 99.3 16.62 
2.015 99.3 16.62 
2.015 147 16.62 
3.022 147 16.62 
3.022 191 16.62 
3.022 241 16.62 
3.022 271 16.62 
4.029 271 16.62 
4.029 271 16.62 
4.029 48.0 36.94 
4.029 48.0 26.78 
4.029 48.0 16.62 
4.029 99.3 16.62 
4.029 99.3 26.78 
KXlo-4 (cm2/volt-sec) 
Max.L. L.Sq.l L.Sq.2 
4.238 6.020 4-24 
3.687 4.609 3.69 
3.259 4.427 3.28 
3.203 4.084 3.17 
2.373 3.218 2.37 
2.491 2.756 2.49 
3.860 4.536 3.86 
1.562 1.621 1.56 
1.892 2.091 1.89 
l . 687 2 . 14 9 l . 69 
1.110 1.170 l.ll 
l. 217 l. 422 l. 22 
l. 448 l. 55 5 l. 45 
1.865 2.086 1.87 
1.7021.849 1.69 
1.700 2.229 1.70 
l. 584 l. 661 l. 58 
2.002 2.187 1.95 
KXlo-4 (cm2/volt-see) 
Max.L. L.Sq.l L.Sq.2 
2.330 2.683 2.33 
2.133 2.537 2.13 
1.669 2.088 1.67 
1.539 2.088 1.54 
2.244 2.725 2.24 
2.314 2.572 2.32 
1.156 1.260 1.16 
.9821 l. 071 . 982 
.9044 . 9650 . 904 
1.024 1.100 l.Ol 
.7976 J3426 . 798 
.7 15 6 . 7 59 2 . 716 
.5083 .527 3 . 5 59 
.6384 .67 48 . 638 
.6991 .7 4 7 4 . 699 
1~584 1.903 1.58 
2.336 2.433 2.34 
2.233 2.345 2.22 
l. 344 1.392 l. 34 
l . 44 7 l . 4 64 l . 4 5 
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N~ Mobilities 
Run E p Z 






4.029 99.3 36.94 
4.029 147 36.94 
4.029 147 26.78 
4.029 147 16.62 
4.029 191 16.62 
4-l 3.022 200 
4-2 3.022 200 
4-3,4 3.022 305 
4-6 3.022 455 
4-7 3.022 520 
4-9,10 4.029 285 
4-ll 4.029 455 
4-12 4.029 618 






















6-1,2 4.029 191.3 36.94 
6-3,4 4.029 147.2 36.94 
6-5,6 3.022 147.2 36.94 
6-7,8 4.029 98.9 36.94 
6-9,10 3.022 98.9 36.94 
6-ll 4.029 51.0 36.94 
6-12 3.022 51.0 36.94 
6-13,143.022 74.9 36.94 
6-15, 16 4. 029 7 4. 9 36.94 
6-17, 18 4. 029 124.0 36. 94 
6-19,20 3.022 124.0 36.94 
6-21,22 4. 029 172.2 36.94 
6-2.:?,243.022 172.2 36.94 
6-25,262.015 191.3 26.78 
6-27,28 3.022 191.3 26.78 
6-29,30 4.029 191.3 26.78 
6-31,32 4. 029 191.3 16.62 
6-3.:?,343.022 191.3 16.62 
6-35,363.022 172.2 16.62 
6-37,384.029 172.2 16.62 
6-3 9, 40 4. 0 2 9 l 7 2 . 2 2 6. 7 8 
6-41,42 3.022 172.2 26.78 
KXl0-4(em2/volt-see) 
Max.L. L.Sq.l L.Sq.2 
l . 465 l. 489 l . 4 7 
1.049 1.077 1.05 
1.117 1.137 1.12 
1.014 1.039 1.01 
.8341 .8528 . 834 
.7 40 3 .8164 . 7 41 
.7273 .7975 . 727 
.517 2 .513 5 . 518 
.1646 2407 . 165 
.1571 2370 . 178 
.3704 .5325 . 373 
.1627 2371 .166 
.1348 .1781 .135 
.1206 .1509 . 121 
.8201 .9064 . 370 
4907 .5551 .491 
.3938 4467 . 308 
.3213 .3508 . 285 
.7533 .8360 . 757 
.846D .9976 . 851 
.7770 .8678 . 783 
l. 097 l. 227 l. 10 
1.012 1.100 1.02 
2.318 2.517 2.32 
2.389 2.490 2.39 
l . 50 l l. 5 90 l . 50 
l . 4 7 l l. 60 4 l . 4 7 
.9346 .9802 . 936 
.8460 .9182 . 850 
.7 353 .7844 . 7 37 
.6804 .7 416 . 684 
4839 .5968 . 490 
4086 .5399 . 413 
.3981 .5282 . 402 
.3841 4014 . 386 
.3943 4595 . 397 
4307 .3954 . 434 
4232 .5781 . 425 
4 712 444 7 . 4 7 5 
4389 .5230 . 444 
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Run E p Z 
I.D.No.(volts/cm) (j.L) (em) 
7-1,2 4.029 147.2 26.78 
7-3,4 3.022 147.2 26.78 
7-6 4.029 147.2 16.62 
7-7,8 3.022 147.2 16.62 
7-9,10 3.022 124.0 16.62 
7-12 4.029 124.0 16.62 
7-13,14 4. 029 124.0 26.78 
7-15,163.022 124.0 26.78 
7-17,184.029 98.9 26.78 
N~ Mobilities 
KXl0-4(cm2/volt-sec) 
Max.L. L.Sq.l L.Sq.2 
.5799 .7464 .583 
.5657 :6992 .571 
.6345 1.204 .635 
.5865 .7194 .587 
.7087 .8361 .709 
.6346 .8318 .635 
.6385 .6516 .641 
.5534 .6975 .558 




OTHER POSSIBLE INITIAL ION DISTRIBUTIONS 
In deriving the spatial distribution of the ion burst at time t in 
Chapter III it was assumed that when t=O the distribution of ions along 
the i-axis may, for practical purposes, be represented by Z(z,O) = N b(z). 
0 




(k) = J;n . Since the actual distribution is not known and since any 
bounded distribution will approach the same general bell-shaped distribu-
tion asymptotically as time increases, this assumption is as good as any 
for the present experiment. 
Future improvements in the resolution of the apparatus may make 
the form of the initial ion distributions into an important factor in the 
interpretation of the results. The ion distributions for t > 0 resulting 
from several other initial ion distributions were investigated in connec-
tion with the present research. Attention was focussed principally on the 
ion distribution in the z-direction rather than on the radial ion distri-
bution. The initial radial ion distribution would determine the C. in 
l 
equation (33). Results are presented here for an initial bell-shaped ion 
distribution and for an initial square-shaped ion distribution along the 
z-axis. 
Bell-Shaped Distribution 





= __ o_ exp [- _z_J 
o J2rr 2o
2 
( 6 5) 
Then reference to the same integration formula used to produce equation 
(32) gives 





f ( k) 
0 
( 67) 
is the Fourier transform of Z(z,O), and from equation (27) 
-f(k,t) 
N o2k2 2 2 
- -
0 ex p [-
2 
- Dk t - i k KE T - (A + S D) t J 
J2rr 
( 68) 
is the Fourier transform of Z(z,t). Hence 
Z(z,t) 





J exp [- (Dt + ~) k2 + ik(z- KEt)J dk 
-co 
or, again using the same integration formula used to produce (33), 
Z(z,t) (70) 
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This distribution is experimentally indistinguishable from a distribution 
of an ion's which started initially as approximately a Dirac delta func-
tion distribution given in equation (32). If such an initial distribution 
were assumed in this case the estimate of D would be too large due to the 
2 
term o /2. 
Square-Shaped Distribution 
Let the initial ion distribution in the z-direction have the form 
Z(z,O) = n -a ~ z ~ a 
Z(z,O) = 0 z <-a, z > a 






f (k') exp(ik'z) dk' 
0 
( 71) 
where Z(z,O) may have the form (71) above. Multiplication of both sides 









f ( k ' ) 0 ( k - k' ) dk ~ 
0 
f ( k) = _n_ e -e ( 
iak -iak) 









In order to perform the above integration we will first consider 
the following equation: 
2 
u 
exp(- 2) du (75) 
The right side of this equation may be expressed in its Fourier transform 
form 
= ~ loo Jul 
2n: _oo (76) 
h2 
exp( -2 + ihu) dhdu 
which upon integration with respect to u becomes 
1 Joo h2 {exp(ihu1)- exp(ihu2 )} = - exp( --) 
1
.h dh 
2n: -00 2 
' 
(77) 
If, in this equation, we let 








h = J2Dt k 
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then the integral on the right of (77) above assumes the same form as the 
integral on the right of (74). Hence 
APPENDIX D 
ION BURST FROM A POINT SOURCE 
IN A UNIFORM ELECTRIC FIELD 
In the present apparatus the distances from the sources to the 
cylindrical sides of the drift tube and to the drift field anodes are 
smaller than or of the order of the drift distances. Furthermore the 
sources generate or disperse ions throughout a considerable volume in 
115 
their own neighborhood in the drift tube. It is therefore believed that 
the sides of the drift tube and the anodes have a considerable affect on 
the ion population in the neighborhood rof the pin-hole leading to the mass 
spectrometer. For the above reason the interpretation of the results of 
this research was most appropriately carried out using cylindrical coor-
dinates. 
It was anticipated that in future modifications of the equipment 
the ion source might be improved in such a way that it might more nearly 
approximate a point source. There might also be circumstances under which 
the distance from the source to the pin-hole would be small compared to 
distances to the sides. Under such circumstances the walls should not 
have a significant affect upon the ion population in the neighborhood of 
the pin-hole. In anticipation of such a situation the behavior of an ion 
burst, initially originating at a point source, diffusing and drifting 
under the influence of a uniform electric field was investigated. The re-
sults of this investigation are presented here. 
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In working out this result the z-axis shall be taken as parallel to 
the uniform electric drift field. Equation (18) from Chapter III, ex-
pressed in rectangular cartesian coordinates, has the form: 
2 2 2 
-o (Q ~ + a ~ + a [) + KE aa~ + An + an = o 
'ax ay az at 
( 80) 
To separate variables in this equation it is assumed that n may be ex- · 
pressed in the form 
n(x,y,z,t) = X(x,t) Y(y,t) Z(z,t) ( 81) 
Substitution of (81) into (80) above leads to the following three partial 
differential equations: 
a 2x + ax + A X 0 -o- = 
ax





a Y + aY + A y = 0 
ay2 at y 
(83) 
and 
a 2z az az 
-D - + KE - + - + A Z = 0 
a z2 a z at z 
(84) 
where 
A = A + A + A 
X y Z 





J h(k ,t) exp(ik z) dk z z z (85) 
,j2n 
-oo 





=----- + (A + Dk 2 + i k KE ) h ( k , t ) = 0 
at z z z z 
(86) 
whose solution is 





00I h (k) exp[-Dk 2 t + ik (z-KEt)] dk 
0 z z z z = 
J2n 
-oo 
The functions X(x,t) and Y(y,t) have a similar form except for the absence 
of the drift term~ 
exp(-A t) 00 
f (k ) exp[-Dk 
2
t + ik x] X(x,t) X I dk ( 89) = 
J2n 
0 X X X X 
-00 
and 
exp(-A t) 00 
exp[-Dk 
2
t + ik y] Y(y,t) = I 90 ( ky) dk (90) 
J2n 
y y y 
-oo 
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In this formulation it is desired to make the initial ion burst 
proportional to a three dimensional Dirac delta funct~on: 
N o(r) 
0 -
which when expressed in rectangular cartesian coordinates, is 
N o(x,y,z) 
0 
N = __ o_ 
(2n) 3 1 1 J exp[i(k x + k y + k z)] dk dk dk X y Z X y Z 
- oo -oo -oo 
Here N is the total number of ions in the initial ion burst. If, in 
0 
(91) 
equations (89), (90), and (88) above, f (k ) , g (k ) , and h (k ) are each 
0 X 0 y 0 Z 








N exp(-At) oo 11 
= 0 J exp[-Dt[k 2 + k 2 + k 2] 
( 2n) 3 x y z 
-oo-oo-oo 
+ i[k x + k y + k
2
(z-KEt)]} dk dk dk 
X y X y Z 
which, upon integration, is 




• ( 94) 
The form of this equation gives an ion distribution in the form of a spher-
ically symmetric cloud in which the ions are diffusing outward away from 
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the geometric center of the cloud. This center is at the same time drift-
ing in the z-direction at a speed of KE. The equation (94) has a single 
term on the right hand side instead of a series. 
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APPENDIX E 
FORM OF SECONDARY ION BURSTS 
Basic Equations for Secondary Ions 
A population of secondary ions is subject to an equation of con-




is the ion (charge) density of the secondary ions, 1
2 
is the 
current density of that ion, and n
1 
is the ion (charge) density of the 
primary ion from which this particular secondary ion is formed. In this 
equation the ~- are the rate constants for reactions using up the secon-
l 
dary ions, the o. are the densities of the rrolecular species with which 
l 
these ions are reacting, and 2.: ~- 0. is the combined effect of all of i l l 
these reactions. Let B = 2.: ~- 0 . . On the right hand side of the equa-
i l l 
tion a and o are the rate constant and the reagent molecular density re-
spectively for the reaction transforming primary ions into secondaries. 
Combining the equation (95) with (16) gives the partial differential 






are the diffusion coefficient and mobility, respectively, 
of the secondary ions. 
Solution of the Partial Differential Equation for 
Secondary Ions for the Pulse Mode of Operation 
121 
If it is assumed that the system is cylindrically symmetric with 
the electric field I uniform and parallel to the z-axis, then (96) may be 
expressed in cylindrical coordinates as follows: 
( 97) 
Equation (97) is a non-homogeneous partial differential equation. 
The complementary function, the solution to the corresponding horrogeneous 
equation , w i ll be o f the s a me genera 1 form as the so 1 uti on o f e quat ion ( l 9 ) . 
In this sol uti on the function Z( r, t) has the s arne general form as ( 29) 
except that since there are no secondary ions when t=O; f (k) in (29) will 
0 
therefore be identically zero. Hence this complementary function will be 
identically zero. 
To find the particular integral it will be assumed that the solution 
of (97) will be of the form 
n
2
(r,z,t) = L: J (s.r) Z. (z,t) 
i 0 l l 
(98) 
where the J (s.r) are introduced explicitly into this assumed solution 
0 l 
because the same radial boundary conditions apply to secondary ions as 







a Z.(z,t) oZ.(z,t) 
L: [o2s. J ( s. r) Z. ( z, t) - D2J ( s. r) 
1 
2 + K..: EJ ( s. r) 
1 a z ( 99) 
i l 0 l l 0 l az "2 0 l 
az. (z,t) 
+ BJ (s.r)Z. (z,t) + J (s.r) 
1
at J 
0 1 l 0 l 
ao N r{ 2 ( z - K E ) 
2 
= 0 L: C. J ( s . r ) ex - ( A + s 
1
. D l ) t - 4D l ~ J J 4nD1 t i 1 0 1 
where D1 and K1 are the diffusion coefficient and mobility of the primary 
ions respectively. Multiplication of both sides of (99) by r J (s.r) dr 
0 l 
and integration from 0 to l reduces each side of the equation to a 
single term of the summation, 
(100) 
The expression on the right side of this equation may be expressed 
N 
in the form (29) where J;n is put in place of f
0 
(k); the expression of the 









t) = at 




The solution of this equation is 
C.adN [exp(-M1t) - exp(-M t) f.(k,t) - l 0 2 J 
l .J2n M2 Ml 
(102) 
Here use has been made of the initial condition, f. (k,O) = 0, for all i. 
l 
Hence in the expression (98) we have 
(103) 
In Chapter IV, page 83, a situation was discussed in which the 
primary ion and the secondary ion arising from it have the same mobility. 
If this situation occurs then, in view of equation (7), their diffusion 
coefficients will be equal and equation (103) will take the form 
Ci ad No I 2 ( z-KEt) 2][ , ( ) J 
Z. (z,t) = exq_ -si Dt - 40t exp(-At) - exp -Bt 1 .J4nDt (B-A) 
( 104) 
where K1 = K2 = K and o1 = o2 = D. Suppose for the sake of argument that 





The last factor in this expression is an increasing function of time. The 
corresponding factor in the expression for the density of primary ions is 
the decreasing function of time, exp(-At). Thus the qualitative discussion 
of situation (1) on page 84 of Chapter IV is confirmed. 
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APPENDIX F 
STEADY STATE MODE OF OPERATION 
The steady state mode of operation is described by the partial 
differential equations (19) and (97) in which~ has been set equal to 
zero. The radial boundary conditions are identical to those encountered 
in the pulse mode of operation. 
Primary Ions 
Variables may be separated in equation (19) in a manner identical 
to that in Chapter III, Section 2, except that the function Z, is now only 
a function of z and does not involve the time t. This separation results 
in the differential equation (22) whose solution is (25) and in the dif-
ferential equation 
= 0 (106) 
The general solution of this differential equation is 
Z(z) = ( 107) 
where 
and 
I 2 I 2 = J P1 + A 0 1 + s 
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This solution shall be subject to the following boundary conditions: 
(1) Z(z) approaches zero as z approaches either (+) infinity or 
(-) infinity. 
(2) + The solution, Z (z), for the range z ~ 0, must equal the solu-
tion Z-(z), for the range z ~ 0, at z = 0. 
Application of these boundary conditions reduces the solution to 
the following forms: 
+ z ( z) = I c. 
J l 
i 
z-(z) \' = L ci 
i 
where 
exp[(Pl - Qli) z] 
exp[(Pl + Qli) z] 
= lp 2 + AID + J 1 1 
2 s. 
l 
z ~ 0 
z ~ 0 
(108a) 
(108b) 
In these equations the factors C. are proportional to the rate of ion pro-
l 
duction of the source. In addition to being functions of source parameters 
they are also functions of pressure whose form is not known and, indeed, 
could be different for different sources. For this reason it did not 
appear practicable to compare data taken using different sources. It can 
be shown that in many experimental situations frequently arising, that only 
the first term in these summations is important. In the analysis of data 
taken using a single source, ratios and other mathematical combinations of 
the ion currents were used in which the factor c
1 
could be cancelled out. 
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Hence the general solution of (106 ) for the boundary conditions 
given. here is 
n
1 
(r,z) = L C.J (s.r) exp[(Pl - Qli) z] ' z :i 0 ' (l09a) l 0 l 
i 
n1 (r,z) = L C.J (s.r) exp[(P1 + Q1 .) z] ' z ~ 0 . (l09b) l 0 l l 
i 
Secondary Ions 
For simplicity it will be assumed that the secondary ion under con-
sideration arises from an. ion-molecule reaction involving only one of the 
primary ions. If this is not so, the method may be extended very simply 
to cover more complicated situations. 
In the partial differential equation for secondary ions, 
= . ( 110) 
the term on the right side will be (l09a) for z ~ 0 and (l09b) for z ~ 0 
or the sum of several such expressions if this particular secondary ion 
arises from several species of primary ions. 
To find the particular integral of this partial differential equa-
tion it will be assumed that this integral has the form (98) except that 
the function Z is a function only of z and does not involve the time t. 
Multiplication of both sides by r J (s.r) dr and integration from 0 to l 
0 l 
permits the corresponding terms in the summations on the left and right 
sides of the equations to be equated individually: 
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d2z. dZ . C.ao exp[(P1-Q1i)z] ' z 2 0 ' 2 l 
-0 
__ l + 
K2E 
_ _1_ + (B+s. o2)z. = (111) 2 dz2 dz l l C. ao exp[(P1+Q1i)z] z ~ 0 l ' 
Solution of this differential equation by the method of undetermined co-
efficients produces the solutions, 
+ z. ( z) 
l 
z 2_ 0 (ll2a) 
z~ ( z) 
l 





In view of the relationship (7) 
pl p2 
__k 
= p :::::::: :::::::: 2kt 
Hence the particular integral of (110) is 
+ L: ci ao J (s.r) exp[(P-Q1 .)z] 0 l l n2 (r,z,t) = B - A(ojo1) i 
z 2_ 0 (ll3a) 
L: ci ao J (s.r) exp[(P+Q1.)z] n;(r,z,t) 0 l l = B - A(ojo1) i 
z ~ 0 (ll3b) 
Since the homogeneous equation for secondary ions is similar in form 
to (106), the complementary function for (110) will have a form similiar 
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to (10?). The boundary conditions (1) and (2) of Section 1 apply in this 
case. Since the sources are not producing secondary ions directly, one 
additional boundary condition can be applied: 
(3) The first derivative of the solution for the range z 2 0 must 
equal the first derivative of the solution for the range z ~ 0 at z = 0. 















- ~(D~Dl) {exp[(P-Qli)z] 
exp[(P-Q2i)zJ} 










z ~ 0 
More Complicated Situations 
( ll4a) 
(ll4b) 
In principle the derivation of the expressions for tertiary ions or 
members of more complicated reaction systems requires nothing new. It is 
only more tedious. 
For example the set of reactions (3), (4), and (5) given in Chapter 
IV is an example of a more complicated reaction system. The N H+ ions 
2 
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might be either secondary or tertiary ions. In this case it will be nee-






are the diffusion coefficient and mobility of the N2H , 
+ n
3 
is the number (charge) density of N
2
H , and G is the total effect of 
reactions using up this ion. In this case n
1 
is the density of the primary 
ion H~, n2 is the density of the secondary ion H;, a1o1 is the reaction 
rate for reaction (4), and a2o2 is the reaction rate for reaction (5). 
The solutions of (115) for the boundary conditions (1), (2), and 
(3) are 
n;(r,z) = ~ CiJ0 (s{l{(;_:(:1/0~(exp[(P-Qli)z]- (Oli/03i) exp[(P-QJi)zJ) 
1 
nJ (r, z) = ~ Ci J 0 ( sirl{(e;_:(:~/D~(exp[ ( P+Q1 i) z]- (Oli/ QJi) exp[ ( P+~i) z J) 
1 
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These equations are generally applicable to the case of an ion that is 





is the molecular number density of H
2
0; whereas o is the molecular 
number density of hydrogen. These equations may be applied to the case of 
an ion that is only a tertiary ion by setting a
1 
equal to zero. 
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SUPPLEMENT 
Tex~ of the paper presented at the Sixth International Conference 
on I oni zation Phenomena in Gases, Paris (July 8-13, 1963). This paper 
c _t ains the data obtained with the new ion source and these data largely 
supercede the results contained in the thesis of Dr. Barnes as described 
i n the Pr efa ce. 
Paris Conference 1963, Paper No, 2 Section JIIa No. 1; E 
* MOBILITIES OF MASS-INDENTIFIED IONS IN NITROGEN 
D.W. MARTIN, WoS o BARNES/, G.E~ KELLER, -n oS. HARMER, 
and EoW. McDANIEL 
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia, UoS oA, 
Abstract: The drift velocities of ions in nitrogen, which are iden-
tified by a mass spectrometer at the end of their transit, have 
been measured. Spectra of the drift times over distances up to 
2 N+. + + + 1 em have been obtained for the ions / N2 , N3 
, and N 
4 
, for 
gas pressures from 0.04 to 0.22 torr, and for applied field 
strengths of from 1 to 4 volts/em. The drift v.elocities of all 
four species were found to be linear in E/p for values of Ejp 
0 0 
less than about 50 volts/em-torr. The low-fiel-d reduced. mobilities 
2 
obtained for these ions were 3.3, loS, 3.1, and. 2 o4 em /volt-sec 
respectively. 
* This research was partially supported by the Uo So Air Force 
Office of Scientific Research. 
/A portion of the results reported here were taken from a thesis 
submitted by WSB to the faculty of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 
l. Experimental Apparatus and. Method 
Drift velocity measurements have been obtained with an appara-
tus in which the identity of each observed ion was determined by 
a mass spectrometer at the end of its transit through a low-
field drift region. Results are presented here for the ions 




-+-) and. N4+ 
The essential components of the apparatus used are shown 
in fig. l. Those at the left are housed in a cyli.ndrical) metal 
drift tube) whose end wall contains the l/32-inch di.ameter exit 
aperture. The conical piece to the right of it has an identical 
hole at its tip. The next component is the mass spectrometer 
entrance slit (0.040-inch). These three apertures defi.ne differ-
entially pumped chambers) whi.ch are gold plated and carefully 
shielded to minimize electric and/or magnetic fields) i.n order to 
prevent acceleration or deflection in the "high-pressure" regions. 
The set of six small discs at the right represent the accelerating 
gun of a 60° magnetic-deflection mass spectrometer. Ions created 
by the source near the drift-tube axis drift to the right in the 
weak electric field formed by the series of ring electrodes. A 
sample of the ion population at the end of the tube passes through 
the apertures) and is accelerated and analyzed. The use of an 
electron multiplier and of counting techniques permits detection of 
a few tens of ions per minute ( ""'10 -l9 amperes). This apparatus) 
including an earlier) simple type of i.on source) has been described 
previously1 ). While certain qualitative results2) 3) were obtained 
with this source) detailed analysis of the observations did not 
prove to be feasible because the source produced ions throughout a 
large and poorly-defined volume of the drift region. 
-2-
A new source used in the present measurements, and shown in 
fig. 1, restricts the ion-production vol~e by magnetic collima-
tion of the bombarding electrons. The electrons are accelerated 
and projected with well-defined and controllable energy into the 
g~p of a small permanent magnet (100 gauss) which forms the frame 
of the ion source. The ionization region is free of electric 
fields other than the drift field; thus the ions are created only 
at a well-defined value of the axial coordinate z. The entire 
source assembly can be moved continuously along the tube axis to 
vary the drift distance. Placing a negative bias on an electron 
control plate, visible in fig. 1, and then applying positive 
pulses to this plate, projects bursts of electrons of duration 
as short as 10 microseconds into the gap. A twenty-channel time 
analyzer, triggered by the same pulse, records each individual 
ion pulse from the electron multiplier and thus measures the drift 
time of the ion. At present the analyzer is arranged to provide 
time channel widths of 10, 100, or 1000 mi.croseconds . 
The measurements reported here were all obtained at room 
temperature (300°K) . The drift distance ranged up to 21 em, the 
applied electric field ranged from 1 to 4 volts/em, and the 
nitrogen pressure in the drift tube ranged from 0 . 04 to 0 . 22 torr . 
The range of Ejp was from 5 to 110 volts/em-torr. The drift 
0 
times of the ions ranged from about 70 to 1500 microseconds. The 
ion source bursts had a width of 20 microseconds and a frequency 
of 400/sec. The bombarding-electron current during the burst was 
estimated to be about 1 microampere. The accumulati.on of ion-
count distributions totalling several thousand events required from 
1 to 30 minutes. 
-3-
2. Experimental Results and Analysis 
Detailed solutions of the time-dependent diffusion equation 
for a low-density ion population in a weak electric field have 
been obtai.ned for appropriate cylindrical boundary conditions 3). 
An expressi.on was derived. for the distribution of arrival times 
of ions at a point on the tube axis "downstream" from the source, 
which contains as parameters the ion mobility, the diffusion coef-
ficient, and the rate constants of reactions i.nvolving the ion 
in questi.on. The present experimental results lack sufficient 
resolution to warrant an attempt to make detailed fits of the 
data to this expression. However, it was shown3) from the de-
tailed expression that the proper first approximation for the 
mobi.lity K is obtained from the observed distribution by the simple 
expression 
v = K E 
d 
z/T (l) 
where vd is the drift velocity, E is the electric field strength, 
z is the total drift distance, and T is simply the mean drift time 
of all the ions in the distribution. 
The limited resolution of the present results is due i.n part 
to a lack of sufficient flexibility in the choice of the time-
channel width. In addition, the widths of the peaks in the time 
distributions are greater than they should bej and further, the 
widths increase with increasing source current. It appears that 
there is an appreciable non-linear mutual repulsion effect . Addi-
tional study will be required before it will be feasible to per-
form detailed multi-parameter analyses of the data . 
Nevertheless, the experimental distributions we have ob-
-4-
tained form well-defined peaks which are unquestionably adequate 
to obtain the drift velocities and. mobilities, with the use of 
eq. (11 within about a five percent uncertainty. Sample distri-
butions for each of the four major ions in nitrogen are shown in 
fi.g. 2. Many pairs of such distributions were obtained for two 
different values of z, with all other conditions identical; a 
value of vd was then computed from eq. (1) usi.ng the difference 
in the mean drift times from the two runs. In this way, end 
effects due to transit time through the fi.eld-free region were 
eliminated. 
Plots of vd vs. E/p
0 
at 300°K are presented in figs. 3-6 
th . N+ + + d + t 1 for e lons , N2 , N3 
, an N4 respec i.vely. The ine drawn 
through the data points at the lower end of each plot has a unit 
slope. It is evident that for all four ions, vd appears to have 
become linear in E/p within the range covered_, so that the zero-
o 
field reduced mobilities may be calculated with confidence. The 
2 + + resulting val.ues, i.n em /volt-sec, are: N : 3.3; N2 : 1.8; 
N
3
+ : 3.1; and N4+ : 2.4. The possible errors i.n these values 
are not believed to exceed five percent. 
Also shown in figs. 4 and 6 are Varney's results4) for uni-
dehtified ions in nitrogen at 300°K_, obtained by the pulsed 
Townsend discharge method at much higher pressures than here. 
The good agreement between our results for N
2
+ (fig. 4) and the 
upper part of his curve confirms his conclusion that the ion he 
+ observed in this region was N
2 
; the fair agreement between our 
+ results for N4 (fig. 6) and the lower end of his curve confirms 
+ his belief that the ion he observed in this region was N4 . In 
-5-
any case) good agreement between our mobility value for N4+ and the 
values of other investigators5) 6) for the dominant ion in nitrogen at 
higher pressures and low E/p supports the belief that the ion 
0 
d h . N + observe in sue cases lS 4 . It should be noted that at the low 
+ pressures of the present experiment) the abundance of N4 is 
+ never more than a small fraction of the N
2 
abundance. 
Little can be added at the present time about the possible 
generic relationships between the several ions in nitrogen. The 
narrow distribution obtained for N
3
+ (fig. 2) suggests that this 
ion originates near the source and is therefore not created by 
reactions of any of the other ions in their ground states. The 
+ + broader distributions obtained for both N
2 
and N4 cannot be 
interpreted with any certainty until the experimental resolution 
is improved. Although the two sample distributions chosen for 
fig. 2 appear nearly alikeJ comparison of figs. 4 and 6 shows 
that the drift behavior of the two species are distinctly 
different. The results suggest that at low pressures the N4+ 
present is formed mostly near the source. This does not by any 
means rule out Varney's belief that there is an equilibrium be-
+ + tween N2 and N4 at much higher pressures) nor does it give this 
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The research that has been performed under Air Force Grant for Basic 
Research No. AF-AFOSR 62-306 is a se~nent of a long term program that has been 
in progress at the Georgia Institute of Technology for several years. This 
work has been partially supported from its inception by the Air Force under two 
earlier contracts preceding the present grant, and is presently continuing be-
yond the term of this grant under Contract No. AF 49(638)-1392, which became 
effective on April 1, 1964. The present report is designated as an Interim 
Final Report in that, although it is a final report for the period of time during 
which the grant was effective, it does not represent a final report on any one 
clearly differentiated phase of the whole research program. That phase of the 
program that involved the doctoral dissertation of Mr . w. S. Barnes, who com-
pleted his work here in late 1962 and received his degree in June 1963, had 
begun in the period preceding this grant, and was completed during the term of 
the grant. This phase has previously been exhaustively reported in a Techni.cal 
l Report and will not be described in any great detail here. The phase of the 
work that has occup.ied the remainder of the grant period has been that involved 
in the doctoral dissertation of Mr. George E. Keller, and had not yet been com-
pleted at the close of the grant period. It is anticipated that a Technical 
Report covering this phase will be prepared at its completion. A new phase, 
to be conducted under the new contract, and involving reconstruction of the 
experimental apparatus as un ultra high vacuum system, has already begun at the 
time of this writing, and will run concurrently "ri th the completion of the other . 
This phase will not be discussed herein except as it indicates future planni.ng, 
since no material part of this work took place prior to the end of the grant 
period. 
l 
II. OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH 
The continuing broad objective of this research program has been the 
development and exploitation of a method of performing mass-spectrometric 
analyses of ion populations which have drifted for appreciable and controllable 
distances and times through a gas under low field conditions. Such a method 
permits direct positive identification of the ion species that are present under 
given conditions) such as those of a mobility measurement. It is further pos-
sible to make separate measurements of the mobilities and the diffusion coeffi-
cients of each species present in systems where more than one type of ion may 
occur. And finally) by means of controlled variations of the drift conditions) 
it is possible to observe and study any ion-molecule reactions that may be 
occurring in the gas. 
Definite identification of the ion species under observation has long 
remained one of the most vexing problems in many areas of gaseous electronics) 
most notably in situations such as mobility measurement where the ions remain 
in the gas for appreciable times and suffer many low energy collisions. Even 
if the initial ion production pattern of the source in use is well understood 
from conventional mass spectrometer studies) the ion population may subsequently 
be altered radically by ion-molecule reactions of any of several general types. 
These include (l) transfer of the ionic charge to another species of molecule 
of lower ionization potential) often an impurity) and (2) the formation by 
essentially chemical reactions of molecular ions) often of types that do not even 
exist as neutral molecules. 
. 2 Another possibility that has often been dlscussed 
is (3) the formation of more or less stable "clusters" by the polarization 
attachment of one or more neutral molecules to the ion. The reaction cross 
sections for any of these processes may be very large) so that they may be of 
2 
importance even if one of the reactants is an impurity of even very low relative 
concentration. 
Much of the existing information about ion-molecule reactions has been 
obtained with "pressurized source" mass spectrometers) in which the gas pressure 
in the source region may be made great enough that some of the ions may suffer 
one or more collisions before passing out of the exit slit into the high vacuum 
of the spectrometer proper. 3 The mean collision energies are generally well 
above thermal values) and the number of collisions per ion is small) so that 
it has not generally been possible to approach the equilibrium low field ion 
spectrum with such instruments. Several other experiments have been reported4 
that involved the mass-analysis of an ion population present in a truly hi.gh 
pressure region) but none have been desi.gned with quite the same objectives and 
given quite the same combination of features as the apparatus that has been 
developed in this program. Two experiments that are somewhat sim.ilar to ours 
in general concept have been that reported relatively recently. 5) 6 Results 
that have been obtained5 for the system of nitrogen ions in nitrogen have been 
generally quite consistent with those we have obtained for the same system. 
III. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS AND .METHOD 
The apparatus that has been developed in this program consists of a large 
stainless steel drift tube) which contains an ion source and a set of electrodes 
to establish an axial electric field of strength from l to 4 volts/em. A series 
of differentially pumped apertures leads from the center of the end plate of 
the drift tube into a 60° magnetic-deflection mass spectrometer. Ions are gen-
erated locally in a region on the axis of the tube some distance from the end) 
from which they drift toward the end in the weak electric field. A sample of 
3 
the ion population present in the region near the end plate is drawn out through 
the first aperture by the gas streaming from the relatively high pressure drift 
tube into the pumped region beyond the aperturej a small fraction of these ions 
which happen to be moving very near the axis find their way through a second 
aperture and a slit located further along the axis into the high vacuum region 
of the mass spectrometer, where they are accelerated and analyzed. 
The unique capabilities of this instrument are due to the following combi-
nation offeatures, not all of which are duplicated in any other instrument that 
we know of. The ions are generated by a magnetically collimated ribbon of 
electrons of relatively well defined and controllable energ~ so that the primary 
ionization region is well defined spatially, and it is possible to generate 
selectively only those species of ions whose appearance potential is less than 
the electron acceleration voltage. The electron beam may be pulsed by means 
of a control grid, so that ions are produced only in bursts of duration as 
short as 20 microseconds. The source is movable, so that the net drift distance 
from the primary ionization region to the sampling region is continuously vari-
able from about 1 em to more than 30 em. The gas pressure in the drift tube 
may be made greater than 1 torr before the gas throughput of the differentially 
pumped apertures causes a prohibitive loss of vacuum in the mass spectrometerj 
with nitrogen gas in the drift tube pressures up to about 0.7 torr are possible 
before the pressure in the first pumped region becomes great enough to seriously 
attenuate the net ion flow into the spectrometer. With this range of drift 
tube gas pressure and drift distance, the average number of collisions suffered 
4 
by each ion before it is analyzed is readily made greater than 10 j in a pure 
gas this is quite sufficient to assure that the true equilibrium composition of 
the ion population is realized. 
4 
The most unique feature of the apparatus is that the entire differential 
pumping region) which is carefully shielded from stray electric and magnetic 
fields) is normally operated without any applied electric field to guide the 
ion stream through the series of apertures" The region is maintained as nearly 
as possible completely field-free, in order that the ions not be accelerated 
from thermal energies until they have entered the high vacuum region) so that 
the thermal energy equilibrium ion spectrum will not be distorted by higher 
energy collisions. An obvious result of the lack of any guide fields is that 
the fraction of all the ions streaming through the first aperture which pass 
through all of the apertures and reach the analysis region i.s very small" In 
order to be able to operate successfully with the resulting ion currents) the 
detector of the mass spectrometer is an electron multiplier) operated with 
high-gain pulse amplifiers and a scaler as a discrete counter for single ions" 
The multipliers presently used can be adjusted to count single ions with an 
efficiency believed to be better than 50 percent) with a background count rate 
of less than 10 counts/min, so that useful data may readily be obtained with 
-19 net ion currents of less than 10 amperes" 
The final unique feature of the apparatus is a twenty-channel electronic 
time analyser) which sorts the individual ion pulses according to their arrival 
times) and is triggered by the same voltage pulse that pulses the electron beam 
of the ion source. Thus the transit time of each ion through the apparatus is 
measured) and this provides a detailed spectrum of the drift times of the ions 
through the gas. The mobility of the ions is readily obtained from the mean 
drift time) and in principle the diffusion coefficient can be obtained from the 
spread in drift times. Under certain conditions) other details of the drift-
time spectrum such as the skewness of the distribution can be expected to yield 
5 
indirect information about the rate coefficients of ion molecule reactions 
that either create or destroy the particular species of ion observed. 
IV. PROGRESS AND RESULTS OBTAINED 
The foregoing description applies generally to the apparatus and method 
as it now exists, at the close of the period of this grant, and several important 
aspects of this concept have been developed during this period. Prior to the 
present grant term, a simpler type of electron bombardment ion source was in 
use, which had several serious disadvantages in comparison to the present source. 
The bombarding-electron energy was not well defined, the region of primary ion-
ization was not well defined spatially and contained a rather strong electric 
field that accelerated the ions to substantial initial energies, and the sources 
were not movable. Variation of the drift distance was accomplished only by 
having several sources, constructed as nearly identically as possible, placed 
at different locations within the drift tube. A second important difference 
is that the source was not pulsed at that time, and only steady state ion 
currents were obtained. The form of most of the data taken at that time con-
sisted of continuous records of the current of each ion species observed in a 
given gas as the gas pressure was slowly varied over a wide range. The emphasis 
at that time was entirely on the ion-molecule reactions, and from the manner in 
which the relative currents of the various ions varied with the pressure for 
each of the several source positions, one attempted to deduce information about 
the reactions. 
Certain information about the general pattern of the reactions and the 
genetic relationships among the several ion species observed were deduced in 
this way for hydrogen and nitrogen. However, we were never able to make any 
sensible deductions about the magnitudes of the reaction cross sections or of 
6 
their energy dependence from data of this type. The essential difficulty was 
that the gas pressure was a poor choice of primary independent variable) since 
so many relevant factors varied with the pressure in not completely predictable 
ways. For further details) reference is made to the Interim Final Report of 
the contract that preceded this grant. 7 
A major advance during the term of the present grant was the development 
of the concept of the pulsed experiment. As was indicated in Section III) the 
source is caused to produce ions in a burst of only some 20 microseconds dura-
tion) and the current of a given ion species is then recorded as a function of 
time thereafter by the twenty-channel time analyzer) the width of each time 
channel being from 10 to 100 microseconds in most cases. Such time spectra are 
obtained for each of the ion species of interest) for various values of the gas 
pressure) the drift field) and the drift distance as appropriate. These time 
spectra constitute fundamentally more detailed observations of the system than 
did the steady state experiments) and they therefore are capable in principle 
of yielding more information. The shape of even a single spectrum for a single 
species depends on both the diffusion properties of the system and on the 
existence of reactions that either create or destroy the given type of ion. 
Theoretical analysis of the time spectra) though by no means trivial) is greatly 
simplified by the crucial fact that the gas pressure is constant for a given 
spectrum. The analysis can yield in principle essentially all of the infor-
mation sought in the steady state experiments) while largely avoiding the major 
uncertainties of the latter. 
A most important bonus of the pulsed experiments is that information is 
also obtained about the drift velocities of the ions in the weak electric field; 
in fact) the drift velocity is the one quantity that is most readily obtained 
7 
with the least uncertain.ty from the data. A result is that more information has 
been obtained from the pulsed experiments about mobilities than about ion-molecule 
reactions) producing somewhat of a shift in the emphasis of the program. While 
this state of affairs will probably continue to hold in the future) the reactions 
nevertheless continue to be a major interest and efforts will continue to refine 
the experiment . to the point that definitive information can be obtained. 
That phase of the program that involved the doctoral thesis of Mr. Wm. S. 
Barnes consisted primarily of the development of the concept of the pulsed experi-
ment. A considerable amount of theoretical analysis of the time spectra was 
developed for a variety of assumptions about the boundary conditions of the system) 
in particular about the source conditions. Experimental tests of the concept 
that were performed in this phase continued to utilize the simple fixed-position 
ion sources described above, except that the sources were now pulsed. The 
sources still had all of the several disadvantages described earlier) and as 
a result did not very closely approximate the idealized source conditions assumed 
in the theoretical analysis. As a result these data did not fit the analysis 
very well) and only rather crude mobility values could be obtained from them. 
Nevertheless) these were at the time the only existing mobility measurements of 
explicitly identified ions; for the case of nitrogen gas separate mobility 
values were obtained for both N+ and N
2
+. 
As was stated above) this phase of the program has been exhaustively 
described in Technical Report in which the results of the theoretical analysis 
were presently in detail. 
. l 
Reference is made to this report for further details. 
The phase of the program that has occupied the remainder of the grant 
period) which has involved the doctoral thesis research of Mr. George E. Keller) 
might be described generally as the refinement of the experimental apparatus 
8 
and techniques of the pulsed experiment to more closely approximate the ideal-
izations of the theoretical analysis. The first step was the development of 
the improved and continuously movable ion source that was described in general 
terms in Sec. III above, which has a well-defined spatial region of primary 
ionization and a well-defined ionizing electron energy. Even the earliest 
results that were obtained with this source were quite obviously a vast improve-
ment over the best that had been obtained with the simpler sources. The time 
spectra of all ion species, under widely varying conditions, were found to have 
the general shape of a somewhat skewed gaussian distribution as predicted by 
the theoretical analysis. The distributions were narrow enough to permit 
fairly unambiguous determination of the mean drift times and therefore of the 
mobilities; however, they were generally still too wide to fit the analysis in 
detail with reasonable values of the diffusion coefficient. Further study soon 
revealed that the widths of the peaks increased with increase of the magnitude 
of the ionizing-electron current during the source burst, that is, with the 
total number of ions in the burst. This observation indicates that the initial 
ion density in the primary ionization region was great enough that non-linear 
mutual repulsion effects tending to spread the ion cloud more rapidly than would 
diffusion alone were not negligible. 
It, therefore, appears that detailed multi-parameter fits to the theory 
to obtain quantitative values for diffusion coefficients and for reaction rate 
coefficients will be worthwhile only for data that has been obtained with extremely 
small total ion currents. Despite this fact, it was believed that even the 
rather early data obtained with this source produced quite good results for 
the mean drift velocity and the mobility. A paper containing our best results 
for the drift velocities of the several ions in nitrogen was presented at the 
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6th International Conference on Ionization Phenomena in Gases held in Paris in 
July) 1963. Preprints of this paper were appended to Technical Report No. lJ 
and the full text of the paper has been published in the conference Proceedings. 8 
Our results were in generally good agreement with the newest results of McAfee5 
and of Dahlquist.9 
The time analyzer has been modified to provide greater variety in the time 
channel width. The data for the Paris paper had been obtained entirely with 
widths of only lOJ lOOJ or lJOOO microseconds) and it had been clear that ranges 
differing by factors of 10 were too far apart. Additional ranges have been 
added providing channel widths of 30 and 400 microseconds. Test routines have 
been devised to permit frequent thorough checking of the analyzer operation) 
after it had been determined that this instrument was subject to certain mal-
functions that were not always readily apparent. 
Increasing experience with the new higher resolution data soon began to 
reveal certain inconsistencies that had been masked in the earlier data) and 
considerable effort has gone into uncovering and eliminating their causes. For 
the most part these matters have involved the old problems of gas purity and 
accurate gas pressure measurement that have always been a major feature of this 
program. In many of our previous reports we have mentioned the extreme sensi-
tivity of this experiment to residual water vapor in the drift tube) and a 
number of steps have been taken in the past to minimize this problem. Since 
our last report) we have purchased a ••vacul.h'TI regulator•• for the gas feed line 
to maintain a feed pressure to the gas entrance leak valve that is less than l 
atmosphere. This permits usJ when feeding nitrogen gasJ to maintain the cold 
trap in the feed line at liquid nitrogen temperature) without fear of condensing 
the feed gas itself. Previously it had been necessary to use only dry ice 
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temperature in this trap, and the result of the change is a much more efficient 
drying of the feed gas. Subsequently it was discovered that the experimental 
results were being perturbed appreciably by oxygen impurities in the drift 
tube. This problem was eventually traced in part to diffusive atmospheric leaks 
in the vacuum regulator, which have been eliminated by keeping a plastic bag 
full of nitrogen over the regulator at all times. Several other diffusive leaks 
have been found in the drift tube and in the connection line of the McLeod 
gauge, which were not apparent in routine leak-checking with the helium leak-
detector. Since these have been eliminated, we have recently been able to 
achieve quite regularly a base vacuum in the drift tube of around 6 x 10-7 torr, 
almost an order of magnitude better than before. 
The string of glass encapsulated resistors inside the drift tube used to 
distribute the total drift field voltage among the several drift field electrodes 
has been a long standing worry with regard to contamination of the gas. Since 
the removal of the set of old fixed ion sources had freed a number of electrical 
feedthroughs in the drift tube wall, the resistor string has been moved outside 
the tube, and separate leads are run into the vacuum for each electrode . This 
step permitted the substitution of precision resistors for the ones previously 
used, which should have materially improved the uniformity of the drift field. 
The drift voltage power supply has also been recalibrated against a precision 
standard. 
The most recent results that have been obtained for the drift velocities 
of the ions in nitrogen have differed significantly from the earlier results of 
. 8 our Parls paper. Most notable is a general decrease of almost 15 percent in 
all of our values. For example, our best values for the zero field mobilities 
+ + 2; . of N and N4 at the present time are 2.8 and 2.0 em volt-sec, respectlvely, 
ll 
vs our older values of 3.3 and 2.4. The probable cause of these changes is the 
diffusive leak in the McLeod gauge line, which had apparently caused us to read 
all of our gas pressures too high in the past. Since this change tends to 
reduce the extent of our agreement with other investigators, we do not yet 
regard these changes in our best values as final. 
Another feature of great interest is that, with the improved reproducibility 
and hence the decreased scatter of the recent data, it now appears that the 
drift velocity curve of N
3
+ does not definitely become a straight line of unit 
slope within the range of E/p covered. The indications are that it merges 
0 
with the N + curve at very high E/p , but lies definitely below it for lower 
0 
values. The implications of this observation regarding genetic relationships 
among the several ion species is a matter for further study. 
V. FUTURE PROGRAM 
As the account above would indicate, we do not regard the subject of the 
ions in nitrogen as a closed matter at this time. We intend to obtain a 
substantial amount of further data, utilizing the fullest capabilities of the 
presently existing apparatus. If this goes as well as hoped, we will examine 
one or more of the other cases of general interest, such as argon or CO. 
The continuing difficulties we have always had with impurities in this 
experiment emphasize the crucial need for the best possible vacuum techniques 
in work of this type. The presently achieved base vacuum in the mid 10-7 torr 
range is very likely about the best that can be done with the present apparatus 
without major modifications. At the same time, there have been great advances 
in the technology of ultra high vacuum in recent years, and many excellent 
components for such systems are now available. It i.s now evident that it should 
be entirely possible to build an apparatus of this type capable of base vacuum 
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in the low 10-9 torr range or better. We had therefore reached a decision some 
time ago to rebuild this experiment completely as an ultra high vacuum system. 
Plans for this rebuilding are already well advanced) but they will not be 
elaborated here since this phase of the program will lie entirely within the 
period of the new contract which went into effect April l) 1964. The new 
construction will proceed concurrently with the wind-up of the studies with 
the old apparatus indicated above) so that there should be no break in the 
progress of the program. 
VI. TRAVEL AND PUBLICATIONS DURING THE GRANT TERM 
D. w. Martin attended the 6th International Conference on Ionization 
Phenomena in Gases held in Paris) France in July) 1963) at which he presented 
a paper on this research entitled 11 Mobilities of Mass-Identified Ions in Nitrogen 11 • 
The full text of this paper has been published in the Conference Proceedings) 
Vol. I) pp. 295-296) Societe d'Edition et de Recherche Publicataire Imprimeurs) 
Paris (1963). Dr. Martin also attended the 3rd International Conference on 
the Physics of Electronic and Atomic Collisions held in London) Engl~nd in 
July) 1963. E. W. McDaniel also attended both of these meetings under other 
auspices. 
Dr. Martin also attended the 15th Annual Gaseous Electronics Conference 
held in Boulder) Octobe~ 1962) and presented a paper on this research entitled 
11 Simultaneous Independent Measurement of the Mobilities and Diffusion Coefficients 
of Ions in Nitrogen 11 ) Bull. PJn. Phys. Soc. 1) 634 (1962). He also attended the 
16th Annual Gaseous Electronics Conference held in Pittsburgh) October) 1963. 
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Respectfully submitted) 
David w. Martin 
Project Director 
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